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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Well look what just happened. We made it 

through another year, albeit with a few extra 

bumps along the way. Happy New Year to 

everyone across the wide desert southwest. We 

will try to do a recap of the past two months and 

give you a quick look ahead. 

Both the Division and Chapter have not 

had a club meeting since October they both have 

been busy. The Rio Grande Chapter is looking 

forward to meeting at a new location for 2023. As 

many members downsize or no longer have a 

layout at home, Chapter President Art Lites and 

the Rio Grande Board are looking to an informal 

alliance with the Wheels Museum in Albuquerque 

which will offer Chapter members access to the 

museums large O Scale layout in which they can 

run their trains on. Sounds like a Win-Win for the 

Museum and the Chapter and we wish them all 

the best for 2023 as they embark on this new 

endeavor. 

The Division has also been busy closing 

out the year with the usual gusto and traditional 

events. 

To set the record straight, both the 

Christmas Party and the fall auction predate the 

original “Turkey Meet” Swap Meet by several 

years. According to club records the first joint 

TCA/TTOS Christmas Party was in 1973, and the 

first auction was held following the joint 

Christmas Party in 1974. The first “Tinplate Toy 

Train Meet” was held in 1977. Two years later, in 

1979 it became known as the “Turkey Meet”, 

having been given that moniker by the Cal-Stewart 

Meet a year earlier. Editors Note: I’ll write about this 

elsewhere in this issue. 

But let’s focus on closing out the past year. 

The first event of the fall season was the November  

TCA Mission:  To develop an appreciation of and to preserve an important segment of history – Tinplate Toy Trains –through research, 
education, community outreach, fellowship, establishment of collecting standards, and to promote the growth and enjoyment of 

collecting and operating toy, model and scale trains. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR – UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

January 14 - Desert Division Meet and Annual Business Meeting 

8:30 AM member only swap – 10:00 AM Business Meeting - Paradise Valley United Methodist Church (PVUMC) 

4455 E Lincoln Dr, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 
 

January 21 - Rio Grande Chapter Annual Business Meeting  

9:30 AM - Wheels Museum - 1110 2nd SW, Albuquerque, NM 
 

February 4  - Desert Division SOUPER BOWL IX – Toy Train Auction 

Auction Preview 8 AM – 9 AM – Auction starts 9 AM – PVUMC – Paradise Valley, AZ 
 

February 11 – February Division Meet  

8:30 AM member only swap – 10:00 AM Business Meeting – PVUMC – Paradise Valley, AZ 

 

 

http://www.tcadd.org/


Train Auction held on at Paradise Valley Methodist 

Church. A scheduling conflict with the church had us 

move the auction back one week which conflicted 

with a train club swap meet in the West Valley that 

moved their meet into November. 

The auction went very well, and to say the 

lunch provided by DeVito’s was anything but 

spectacular is an understatement. The satisfied 

noshing sound and pleasant conversation filled 

the air during the noon-time break. More about 

our new caterer when we talk about the 

Christmas Party. 

If you missed the auction, we have another 

one in the wings in February. Division members 

will be providing the lunch and the trains in the 

auction are first rate including a rare pre-war 

Lionel 129 Terrace and 115 Station both with 

original boxes. That is something we have never 

seen in a Division Auction before. There will be a 

little bit of everything in this auction so plan on 

spending the day with us and enjoying some first-

class chili or soup during the lunchtime 

intermission. 

A quick word about our auctions. We will 

always be there to assist families who ask for 

help, but we will not chase after collections or 

bother your family if you do not let them know 

our services are available to them. In addition if 

you have a large collection of a certain era, we will 

spread it out over several auctions so as not to 

saturate the market and potentially lower the 

value of your collection. The decision is yours, but 

you must let your family know that is an option 

available to them if you have not made other 

arrangements. 

A few weeks after the auction we held the 

46th November Toy Train Swap Meet. You can call it 

the Turkey Meet, or the November Train Show, but 

whatever name you wish to associate with this 

event, it is the second oldest train meet in Arizona 

and one we are rightfully proud of. 

Wait, did I just read that the Turkey Meet is 

not the oldest train show in Arizona? Yes, in fact the 

Desert Division owes its very existence to the oldest 

Train Show in Arizona.  

Way back in 1969 our friends down in 

Tucson started having train shows and although we 

no longer refer to them as the Coyote or 

Roadrunner Meets, they like us, continue to hold 

them faithfully year after year despite all the new 

challenges. As many of you know its was the 

organizing at the Tucson show that helped form the 

Division. Train collectors in El Paso Texas petitioned 

to be part of Desert Division since it is just over a 4 

½ drive to Tucson, while it is an 8-hour drive to the 

next closest meet in San Antonio Texas. 

Our show was a near sellout for the Shrine 

as we sold nearly 98% of the available tables the 

facility can hold. Unfortunately the rent for the 

Shrine has risen to the point that we can no longer 

make a profit, and coupled with many of the event 

fees this year resulted in a financial loss. The Board 

of Directors will begin a search for a central location 

to hold the meet next year.  

 Wrapping up the year we had the annual 

multi-club Christmas Party. This annual event is the 

longest running social event hosted by the clubs in 

Phoenix. It even predates the train swap meets in 

Phoenix. For many members, you might only recall 

the large galas that were organized by Fred and 

Shirley Hunter, but the club and hobby was at its 

peak then. You need to know a little about Arizona 

history to understand how it all came about and 

where the event is trending again. 

Back in the day Phoenix played second fiddle 

to Tucson because of all the mining interests in 

southern Arizona so it was natural that the TTOS 

was based in Tucson and covered Arizona and New 

Mexico. There was a small group of TTOS members 

here in the Phoenix area and when TCA formed a 

Division based in Phoenix, many of those members 

kept their ties with TTOS but also joined TCA. 

That is why you see the close ties between 

TTOS and Desert Division from the earliest days, and 

the first joint Christmas Party was held in 1973 at a 

members home with a small swap meet, layout 

visitation, lunch pot luck, and even a small auction. 

Christmas Parties continued for several 

years at members homes as pot lucks, moved for a 

few years to Sir George’s Buffet at the old Town and 

Country Shopping Center on 20th St. and Camelback 

and then in 1979 began to settle in to catered events 

at local hotels. 

TTOS reorganized in the 1980’s, and New 

Mexico and Arizona became their own separate 

TTOS Divisions with the new Arizona Division being 

now more centered up in the Phoenix area. 

 Local legend Ray Korte knew that the two 

clubs needed to work together to keep the hobby 

active and continue to grow the membership in 

Arizona.                                       (continued on Page 8) 
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Even with their masks one we spotted Peter and 

Mary Jane Atonna down from Paulden 

 
Christie Wilson working hard making a sale early in 

the show 

NOVEMBER 2022 TRAIN SHOW – SHRINE AUDITORIUM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Dispatch is published monthly except July and December by the Train Collectors Association, Desert Division,  

1119 W. Plata Ave., Mesa, AZ 85210-8250. This issue is Volume 51, No. 1 (Winter, 2022-23). 

 
We couldn’t do the show without the help of these 

ladies; Kay Vokac, Laurel Allen, Eva Upshur, and 

Barbara Lautazi 

 
Only a partial view of the over 115 tables that were 

sold for the show 

 
A prospective buyer can’t make up his mind from a 

table full of bargains 
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New era Marx, brand new in the box, all lined up and 

ready to sell 



 

TCA Desert Division BOD Meeting Minutes 
 
The Board of Directors did not hold a Board Meeting in November or December 2022. The next scheduled 
meeting will be on January 11, 2023. Minutes from that meeting will be printed when available. 

 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY PARTY 2022 
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Laurel Allen greeting Sam McElwee and Dave 

Brown to the Christmas Party at the Elks Lodge 

 
Division President and First Lady Mike and 
Michelle Dietrich before the party started 

 
The food line starts with the event catered by 

DeVito’s Restaurant in Phoenix. 

 
Some of the Silent Auction and Raffle items up 

for grabs at the party 

 
Dave and Judy Brown were also auction winners 

but Bill Lazenby went empty handed without 
the help of Grandson Brodie 

 
Division Treasurer Mark Thompson with some of 

his auction winnings 



Presidents Message 
 

Friends,  

Happy 2023! I trust you had a fantastic 

holiday season with the many celebrations 

over the past month. Regardless of your faith, 

the time from late November to the start of the 

New Year is a time for reflection on the past 

year, celebration of your faith and family, and 

a time to look ahead at with the  optimism of 

the New Year.   

As I write this, I sit with the 

temperatures in the low 50’s after a day of 

always needed rain while the rest of the nation 

is in a deep freeze. We are certainly graced with 

one the best of the five “C’s” of Arizona this 

time of year, climate.  

Reflection and Celebration 

 The holiday season was busy for the Desert 

Division as we hosted our 46th annual Turkey 

Meet! It was another success and I want to 

thank the hard-working team that makes this 

awesome show run so smoothly. Chris Allen 

and his team did another amazing job setting 

up the day for success. A thank you would not 

be complete without the smiling faces of our 

welcome team: Laurel Allen and Barbara 

Lautazi and our coffee/donut host Janet 

Mattern! 

We also hosted our annual Christmas 

Party at the Elks Lodge. While we had a bit 

fewer guests this year, those in attendance 

were treated to a fantastic and seemingly 

endless meal from Amin from DiVito’s and his 

team. Remember Amin was the same caterer 

that wow’ed us at the November auction with 

his fantastic sandwich offerings. We will 

assuredly use him and his team for future 

events.  

Thanks for this celebration go out to 

Angelo and Barb for delivering another lovely 

event. Not to be left out, we have to give a huge 

thanks to Mark (Smurf) Thompson and his 

connections at the Elks Lodge so that we can 

utilize this venue with minimal costs. And of 

course the Allen’s played a significant role in 

the event as well as the successful auction. 

While Chris would admit, he is no Peter, he did 

a wonderful job prying a few more Lincolns 

and Jacksons from the crowd.  

To end the evening, our annual Hudson 

raffle saw Chris Allen walk away with the prize 

for 2022! Congratulations Chris. 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

The New Year sees several key events 

for the Division. We start with our meeting on 

January 14th at the regular location (H-1 at the 

Paradise Valley UMC). Other meetings this 

winter/spring include February 11th, March 

11th, April 8th. 

The first weekend in February brings 

our wildly popular “Souper Bowl Auction”. The 

event will be Saturday, February 4th in the 

Fellowship Center of the PVUMC.  

Keep Saturday, April 1st open on your 

calendar for the annual tri-club picnic at the 

McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park, More 

details will be in the newsletter and website as 

the event approaches. 

I hope to welcome you to one of our 

events or meetings over the next few months 

and I’d like to add two more “C’s” to the 

Chamber of Commerce slogan: Collecting and 

Camaraderie, as the latter is what keeps us 

going! 
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DESERT DIVISION BOARD OF DIRECTORS  2022-2024 
 

President:      Mike Dietrich 623-572-3538      Directors: Art Lites   505-463-1951 
Vice-President:      John Craft   480-7852432     Terry Haas  480-827-8604 
Secretary:     Angelo Lautazi 480-575-7006              Paul Wassermann 480-949-1620 
Treasurer:     Mark Thompson 307-631-4474           John Zaval  602-843-4909
   
 
 



 
Jon Spargo’s traveling exhibit at the NMRA Rails Along the Rio Grande Show 

 

RIO GRANDE CHAPTER PHOTOS 

 

 
Bob Galler talked about his Gilbert Erector set last year at 

our monthly meeting  and provided technical guidance 

for the theater play, Cancelling Christmas in Las Cruces. 
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You can tell by the expression on this little guys face he 

enjoyed watching Jon Spargo’s layout 



To follow the Rio Grande 
Chapter on Instagram click 
the Instagram icon 

We had no meetings in November and 

December, however the Chapter participated in 

several activities. The NMRA sponsors a train 

show in November called Rails Along the Rio 

Grande. This year’s show was held November 

19th and 20th with several thousand attendees. 

Our Chapter was there with Jon Spargo’s famous 

Kids Christmas portable layout. We made a 

number of contacts with people interested in 

our Chapter. I would like to thank Ross Jordan, 

George Domeny, and Everett Hagan who helped 

Jon with the display. 

Bob Galler, a Chapter Member, was 

asked to provide background for a Las Cruces 

play based on A.C. Gilbert’s life. As a member of 

the Erector Historical Society, he had some rare 

Erector sets but no American Flyer trains. We 

provided a pristine 1950’s set that was recently 

donated to our Chapter. Bob was able represent 

us in Las Cruces. 

The Santa Fe Model Railroad Club 

operated their O gauge layout in the First 

National 1870 Bank in downtown Santa Fe. This 

is a longtime tradition hosted by the bank that 

has a branch location in Santa Fe on the 

downtown Plaza,  and many in the community 

look forward to visiting this layout each year. 

The layout was on display from December 5th 

thru the 24th and occupied a large share of the 

bank lobby. 

For 2023 we will be meeting at the 

Wheels Museum, 1110 2nd SW, in Albuquerque 

for most of our meetings. If you haven’t been to 

the museum, there are plenty of trains of all 

gauges. The displays are topped by the 0 gauge 

layout which stretches over 40 feet with plenty 

of room to test the pulling power of your 

locomotive. 

We have planned a social meeting on 

January 7th which will give you a chance to run 

on the layout. This meeting is designed to recruit 

new members so plan to invite someone who is 

interested in joining.  

Our normal meeting will be January 21st 

and we will have several important items to 

discuss including this year’s budget (it is your 

money) and the election of a new secretary.  

Scott Eckstein has stepped down and Chris 

Wieclaw has been nominated to fill Scott’s 

position.  This is an important meeting please 

plan to attend. 

We have some exciting plans for 2023.  

We will be taking some field trips when things 

warm up.  Included in the activities will be a field 

trip to Belen which will help you understand how 

the real railroad handles traffic. 

Also, in the planning is a lunch/visit to 

Boyd Reasor’s extensive 0/S layout.  Along the 

way we will be meeting at Domingo Baca 

Multigenerational Center to show Toy Trains.  

Several other programs are in the planning 

stage so stay tuned and plan to have fun at this 

year’s meeting. 

 

Meeting dates for 2023: February 18, March 18, 

April 15, May 20, and September 16. The 

meeting time will revert to 9:30 AM from this 

point on. This allows members time for other 

activities on Saturday.
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TCA Rio Grande Chapter News 
 

By Art Lites TCA 97-44623 

 

To follow the Rio Grande 
Chapter on Facebook click the 
Facebook icon 

https://www.instagram.com/riograndechaptertca/
https://www.facebook.com/ABQToyTrains


(continued from Page 2)   

 Ray and many others worked 

tirelessly to insure the two clubs co-host 

events such as the Christmas Party. Little 

did Ray know the lasting impact of his 

actions to keep the spirit of cooperation 

between the clubs resulted in the birth of 

a whole new tradition of the Holiday 

spirit. 

 For years the Christmas Party was 

still just another train meet. The club sold  

tables for the party and they were setup 

in the same room as a dinner at the 

hotel. Keeping in mind the era in which 

this happened the average member was 

always on the hunt for trains, and if you 

could sell a train or two it helped to offset 

the cost of the dinner. While many felt it 

took away from the idea of a Christmas 

Party, the idea hung on late into the 90’s, 

but like it or not, changes were coming.  

The 90’s were an exciting time for 

Desert Division. Membership was growing  

and it seemed at every meeting new 

faces appeared, your humble editor was 

among those who joined the Division as 

part of the membership drive for extra 

hands to help during the 1997 National 

Convention. But when you joined you 

weren’t a number, you were brought into 

the Desert Division family. We were like a 

small town, with everybody knowing 

everyone, their wives, and kids. 

During this time there was a 

“Social Committee” that coordinated the 

picnics, parties such as the 25th 

Anniversary Party and of course our 

Christmas Party. As the wives took over 

the events became a social and family 

affair. Santa Claus showed up for the 

children and small member and spouses 

gifts were given to those in attendance. 

Entertainment for the Christmas 

Party? We didn’t have any streaming 

music back then, we had The Singing 

President’s. When they were not 

available often a choir of volunteers 

would regale those in attendance with 

Christmas carols. Song sheets were 

handed out and those in attendance 

joined the carolers. 

At the turn of the century the 

event was taken up yet another notch as  

hostess extraordinaire Shirley Hunter 

took over the reins.  

Dickens Carolers, beautiful crafted 

centerpieces were made by the ladies, 

and Lenox ornaments for the spouses 

became the norm. Raffles and auctions 

helped to offset the increased costs, but 

things were changing again. 

In recent years most of our 

children had grown up and moved away. 

Santa Claus no longer came to town. Our 

membership began to decline and with it 

the light that always burned bright with 

Desert Division spirit began to dim. 

Desert Division has always been a 

very social club, and we could easily 

adopt “Mangia bene” as our motto. We 

love to get together over food, but the 

general pessimism about our hobby 

became an ever-increasing topic of 

conversation. Hard to appreciate the hard 

work of the volunteers when all around 

you is talk of doom and gloom. 

That’s where we find ourselves 

today. Faced with increased prices for 

rental space and food, the committee 

worked hard to put together a Christmas 

Party that few members attended, those 

that did had a wonderful time. What’s in 

store for the future? Who knows? Maybe 

things will be changing again. 
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DIVISION DUES ARE DUE  BY FEBRUARY 28 
 

Long gone are the days of rent-free space 

to hold our meetings. We hold eight monthly 

meetings each year and switched to a smaller 

meeting room to reduce our expenses without 

giving up meeting in a nice secure location with 

clean restroom facilities. But, like everything else 

in our lives, that rent went up last year.  

Your Division dues help to offset that 

rental cost and we can still provide free sales 

tables to any member that wishes to sell at our 

monthly meeting. 

Desert Division dues are $15 per year and 

you may pay up to five years in advance if you 

desire. Members who owe dues and receive this 

newsletter electronically have already received a 

dues reminder. If you get your newsletter via snail 

mail look at your label. These labels get updated 

monthly from the secretary. 

HAVE YOU MOVED, CHANGED YOUR 

PHONE NUMBER, OR HAVE A NEW EMAIL 

ADDRESS?  

Please ensure that we have all your 

personal information including phone numbers 

and email address correct.  

Rio Grande Chapter members mail your 

dues to Chapter Treasurer Everett Hagan; 421 

Longwood Dr. Rio Rancho, NM 87124 or pay at the 

Chapter Meet. Division members in Arizona you 

may mail your dues to Angelo Lautazi, Division 

Secretary, at 6109 E. Sonoran Trail, Scottsdale, AZ 

85266 on or before February 28, 2022. You may 

also save yourself postage if you wish to bring it 

to the January Meet or the Souper Bowl Auction. 

All dues need to be paid in full by 

February 28, 2023.

 

SOUPER BOWL IX AUCTION – SATURDAY FEBRUARY 4 

 

We welcome you to the return of the 

member hosted SOUPER BOWL TOY TRAIN 

AUCTION.  

Without a doubt one of the tastiest and 

most looked forward to auction lunches in all of 

TCAdom is only available here in Desert Division.  

For your half time entertainment and 

culinary pleasure we present some of the best 

home cooked soups and chili you have tasted. 

Bragging rights go to the members who go home 

with empty crockpots. 

Year after year our chefs plan for this day. 

Some bring family secret recipes, while others like 

to experiment and bring something different 

each year trying to woo your taste buds away 

from long time crowd pleasers to something new 

and exciting. 

The Division will provide certified gluten 

free chili and all the utensils, bowls, crackers, rolls, 

and plenty of napkins. But that’s it. It’s up to you, 

our member chef’s extraordinaire, to bring in 

your crockpot full of deliciousness.   

Please email or call me with what you 

plan to bring so we can better plan for the day. 

The day is set and our tastebuds are waiting to 

see what you have in store for us. 

Auction catalogs will be available at the 

January Meet. You can preview the catalog on our 

website http://tcadd.org/auctions.html but don’t 

forget to stop by for the best tasting auction in 

TCA.  

No Buyers Premium, over 330 lot auction, 

Peter Atonna’s humor and a great homemade 

lunch. What more do you need to kick off 2023 

Desert Division style?  
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The Division had several tables of items for sale both 

from consignors and donations 

 
Paul Wassermann took a break from photographing 

everyone else and did a selfie 

MORE PHOTOS FROM THE NOVEMBER TRAIN SHOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Is that Kilroy? No, it’s Ivan English up from Tucson 

hiding behind a pile of Lionel items for sale 

 
While Ivan came up from Tucson, Division member 

Frank Pizzaia came in from New York to visit family 

over the Thanksgiving weekend and stopped by 

 
Before the Meet opened we were able to get a fairly 

good overall view of the Shrine Auditorium 
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Division Secretary Angelo Lautazi sporting one of the 

special bow ties. Come to the January Meet to hear 

the rest of the story about these ribbons 



MORE & MORE PHOTOS FROM A BUSY WINTER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We all like stories with happy endings. Come to the 

January Meet and hear all about the  tree decorations 

we had in storage and didn’t sell at the Meet 

 
Ten rows of ten tables in each row, plus another ten 

against the back wall and more yet under the upper 

deck overhang. A very full house 

 
Meet Chair Chris Allen going over front-end admission  

figures with wife Laurel.  
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Steve Bienstock setting up his tables prior to the 

Meet opening to the public 



Angelo Lautazi, Div. Secretary 
6109 E Sonoran Trl 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266

Mail to:

2. Postwar (1945-1969)

3. Modern (1970-present)

1. Prewar (1850=1942

TRAIN ERA

7. O or O-27 Tinplate

4. Scale / NMRA

5. Standard

6 . G or #1

8 . S

9. HO

10. OO / American

11. N

12. Z

13. Live Steam

GAUGE

14. American Flyer / Gilbert

MANUFACTURER

15. Lionel / Winner

16. Marx / Mars / Allstate

23D. Bub / Karl

23B. Bing

19. MTH

23A. Basset / Lowke

20. Williams

17. Ives

18 . Dorfan / Fandor

21. K-Line

22. AMT / Kusan

23. Other - Please Specify

23C. Boucher

23E. Buddy-L

23F. Carlisle / Finch

23G. Elletren

23H. Hafner

23I  Hoge

23J. Hornby  

23K. Issmayer

23L. LGB

23M. Marklin

23N. Metzel

23O. Mini-Scale

23P. Phoenix Ltd.

23Q. Plasticville

23R. Littletown/Skyline

23S. Pride Lines

23T. REA / Aristo-Craft

23U. Right-O-Way

23V. Rokal

23W. Voltamp

23X. Weaver

23Y. McCoy

23Z. Nationwide

23BB. S-Helper Service

23AA. USA Trains

23CC. Astor

23HH. Downs S Gauge

23DD. Fleischmann

23EE. Carette

23FF. Eastwood Auto

23GG. Amer. Model S Ga.

23II. Colber

23JJ. Unique

23KK. Sakai

23LL. Bowser

23MM. T-Reproductions

26. Figures

27. Toys

28. Paper / Books

29. Buildings

30. Railroadiana

PERIPHERALS

Member or Applicant's Signature Date

Do You Have a Layout?
24. YES 25. NO

Please Indicate Your Hobby Preferences from the Categories Below. Check All that Apply.

Desert Division Membership Form

Last Name: First Name: Spouse's Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail  Address:

Dues are $15.00 per year.  ( Members may pay up to 5 years in advance).     No of Years: X  $15.00  =

A Desert Division Badge is $15.00 (optional): 

Make your check payable to:  TCA - Desert Division Enclosed Total =

Cell Phone:

Home Phone:

TCA No.

Date of Birth:  ____________________

Desert Division Members must also be members 
of the TCA National organization.

The Desert Division Newsletter, “The Dispatch”, will be sent to your email address.



    
 

RAILROAD                       - CHANGE 
 

 

 
 

ARENELL SERVICE & REPAIR - FACTORY AUTHORIZED MTH AND LIONEL SERVICE.....1825 E. LAUREL ST. MESA AZ 85203. 
CALL RAY 602-565-6603 FOR SERVICE APPOINTMENT. ARENELL@AOL.COM TCA#97-45797 Repairs on Postwar Lionel, MPC, 
LTI as well as MTH "O" Gauge and "G" Gauge. Certified MTH upgrade center Discounts to members of all local clubs. I pay cash 
for train collections old or new, large or small. VISA & M/C 
 

BUILDING A LAYOUT? – We can furnish all GarGraves products at discount prices.  Flex and sectional track, uncoupling tracks, 
and accessories in all gauges; the new 072 and 100” and 042 switches; DZ1000, Rix, and Tortoise switch motors, Acme controls, 
NJ signals, and the new Z Stuff optical crossings.  For a list, contact Peter Atonna 928-636-4228 or e-mail at mjatonna@gmail.com 
 

ARIZONA TOY TRAIN REPAIR - Complete parts and repair service for ONLY Lionel postwar and prewar trains and accessories 
at reasonable rates by a long-time hobbyist. Phoenix's only shop that SPECIALIZES in Lionel trains and accessories.  Quick 
service using factory parts. Lifetime guarantee on all work. Please contact Tony Ford, 3222 E. Hartford Ave., Phoenix, AZ 
85032.  Call at 602-369-5938 or contact me at aztrainrepair@yahoo.com with your needs. Please note my new email address. 
 

THE TRAIN STATION – Mountain Lakes, NJ.  Top 10 Authorized Lionel and AF Sales and Service since 1974.  New, Used, Bought, 
Sold, Repaired.  973-263-1979  www.train-station.com.  
 

3rd RAIL & GOLDEN GATE DEPOT DISCOUNTED TRAINS: Now accepting pre-orders for the 10 car Sunset Limited for the first 
time in true scale O! Introducing the first 17" true scale Harriman cars in many roads. Also new, SD7s & SD9s in too many roads 
to list. Call Jonathan Peiffer at 602.561.4131. Your Arizona authorized 3rd Rail and GGD Dealer. Now accepting credit cards. 
 

FOR SALE: ON CONSIGNMENT Lionel TMCC Command Base and handheld, from clubs old module layout $75 – MTH 50-1004 
AIU New in Box $125 (we have two)  The club can do credit card for purchase. Contact Chris for details 
 

FOR SALE:  Lionel 38071 SP Cab Forward 4-8-8-4 Brand new, never run $750.  Lionel 51008 Burlington Pioneer Zephyr brand 
new, never run $900.  Lionel 38014 D&RG Challenger 4-6-6-4 OB $750.  Lionel Prewar STD Gauge #10 set, Peacock, 332, 339, 
341 cars.  Individual boxes and set box $325.  Lionel Prewar STD Gauge #8 set, Red, 337, 338 cars plus transformer.  Individual 
boxes and set box $250.  Lionel Santa Fe 2333-20 P X AB Diesel, battery compartment clean.  Individual boxes and set box $250.  
Chet Henry 480-532-3065 or bchenry@cox.net. 
 

FOR SALE:  TMK Lionel Prewar 0 & Standard 1900-43, Lionel Postwar 1945-69 TM Lionel 1970-89, 3-Rail price guide, Lionel 
1901-95, Lionel 1970-1992, Lionel 1901-1997 each $20, Greenberg’s Repair & Operating Manual 736 pages $30, Lionel Train 
Book 131 pages $20, Hess Toy Truck &Racer 1997 $15, Southern Cresent Limited 9530-34 new $75, MDH Track Layout 
&Accessory Manual 64 pages $20, MDH  Operating 0&027 Trains 237 pages $20. Dan Martin 520-360-0519  dannieaz@cox.net 
 

FOR SALE: Lionel Model Builder magazine, complete run #1 thru #80 (1937-1949) plus the pre-release Sample Copy of Lionel 
Model Engineering. All with covers, no cut-outs; $495 + S/H, or I’ll bring to DD meet. Tim Halchuck, Fountain Hills, AZ. Cell 
213-700-5455 or email tim@sound-sources.com 
 

FOR SALE:  Lionel 6-18827 Christmas RS3 loco w/6-166547 Christmas Caboose $125 - Lionel 6-38057 Weyerhaeuser Timber 
Lumber Company 3 Truck Shay Locomotive (2002) $750  – MTH 30-4158-1 RailKing R-T-R Alaska SW-1500 PS2 4 car set, 
track & transformer mint in box w/shipper $200 – PayPal &  credit cards - Chris Allen 480-820-9559 sparkyshome@cox.net 
 

WANTED: for my collection. Lionel prewar and postwar engines in master cartons, scarce separate sale items such as Lionel 
scrapers, bulldozers, boxed autos, Lionel  6464-700 Santa Fe, -900 New York Central, -250 Western Pacific, -450 Great Northern 
boxcars in Type III body molds, mint freight cars in high grade original boxes, 6414 Autoloaders with autos in yellow, brown, or 
kelly green with grey bumpers, following cars in separate sale boxes: 6352 Culvert car, 6352-1 PFE icing car, 3460-25 Piggyback 
car, any rare Lionel items.  Bill Sivley 281-804-3629 or mrwls911@yahoo.com 
 

WANTED: I’m in town for the winter for all your parts needs or if you have a postwar Lionel steam engine laying around that 
you are stripping for parts? Contact me I want to bring those old engines back to life. - DeLon Freije 701-331-2837 
 

WANTED: VHS Tapes, Lionel - The Great Years 1955 & 1956 by Joe Algozzini/Don Varda (I have 1954) - Marx 51100 Southern 
Double Deck Auto Carrier - Chris Allen 480-820-9559 sparkyshome@cox.net 

 

- 13 - 
 - 
- 
- 

This page is provided as a service to our members for trading among themselves on a space available basis. Contact them directly for items listed 

above. Contact Editor when your item sells so space can be made available to other members.   
**DEADLINE FOR AD’s – THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH ** 
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NEXT DIVISION MEET 

January 14, 2023    8:30 - 11:00 AM 

Paradise Valley United Methodist Church 

Room H-1 

4455 E Lincoln Dr, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253 

Click the  button 

to follow us on  

Facebook 

 

2023 TCA National Convention 

New England TCA Division 

Burlington, Vermont 
June 24 – July 2 

 

 

 
Treasurer Mark Thompson checking in with Amin 

od DeVito’s Restaurant  to make sure everything is 

ready prior to opening up the catered buffet. 

 
Cookies and cake? If you went home hungry it was 

your own fault. In fact we saw quite a few doggie 

bags going out the door 

The Three Amigo’s, Angelo spotting, Chris trying his 

best to be Auctioneer Peter, and Mike doing the 

after dinner raffle and auctions 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/TCA-Desert-Division/127906123985
https://www.tcatrains.org/national-tca-convention/
https://www.tcatrains.org/national-tca-convention/
https://www.tcatrains.org/national-tca-convention/
https://www.tcatrains.org/national-tca-convention/


“ONE  OF  ARIZONA’S  LARGEST
MODEL  RAILROAD  SWAP  MEETS”

SATURDAY, FEB. 18TH, 2023
SWAP  FROM  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

NORTH  PHOENIX  
BAPTIST  CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP CENTER

5757 North Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85012

Due to Saturday Farmers Market restrictions:
Friday vendor unloading East-side 4 – 6 PM

  Saturday vendor unloading East-side 6 – 9 AM

     Presented by your pal, Casey Cactus, and the
GRAND CANYON MODEL RAILROADERS

     Print legibly.  No refunds after Feb. 11, 2023
        Table-top auction at 12:00 PM

NOTE: unclaimed tables will be released at 8:00 AM

Name _______________________________________________________ $25 per 8’ banquet table
(Bring a table cover, if desired)

  How many tables?     ________________
 

  Amount enclosed?  $ ________________

 Request?________________________

            Will you participate in the auction?

  Seller? _________ Buyer? __________

Admission Name Badges
1 or 2 tables = 2 badges max.

First and last name please

  Badge Name _____________________

  Badge Name _____________________
3 or 4 tables = 4 badges max.

  Badge Name _____________________

  Badge Name _____________________
 More badges available at $5.00 each
    Name Badges REQUIRED for your security

    MORE THAN 4 TABLES  -  CALL

Address _____________________________________________________

City _____________________________  State ____  Zip ______________

Phone ________________________  Email _________________________

Security: I  will  abide  with  badge  identification  entrance  requirements.
Buying,  selling,  ethics  and  behavior: In  case  of  dispute,  the  Meet
Chairperson  and/or  impartial  referee  appointed by the Meet  Chairperson
shall arbitrate the dispute and render a timely decision and I hereby agree to
be  bound  by  such  decision.   I  will  not  pack  until  12:00  PM.   Not
responsible for lost or stolen articles.  

Signature _________________________________ Date ______________

Make check payable to: “Grand Canyon Model Railroaders”
Mail to: John Draftz, 1507 W Willow Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85029

or
Credit cards accepted via PayPal - visit www.gcmrr.org

Email: info@gcmrr.org

Info: John Draftz 602-942-3457 
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