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KICKING OFF A NEW SEASON 
Well, Desert Division rolled into 2018 

under a full head of steam. First with the Annual 

Business Meeting and January Meet followed up 

the next weekend with the Souper Bowl Auction. 

We even ran trains for a school to mix in a little 

train fun in with all the other train events we had. 

A nearly full house greeted everyone at the 

Division Meet. The sales tables were in full swing, 

the coffee was fresh, and the donuts were moving 

off the table. Friends were catching up with the 

latest news after the winter break. 

President Chris Allen got everyone under 

control and called the Annual Business Meeting to 

order at 10:08. A quick head count showed we 

had about 50 members present and many guests 

as well. Secretary Angelo Lautazi introduced two 

guests who became members of the Division at 

the Meet. Tom Gardner recently moved into the 

area and likes to collect O gauge. Jack Buchanan 

also joined the clubs ranks after a 

recommendation from the fellows over at the 

Paradise and Pacific. With these two members 

Division active (dues paying) membership now 

stands at 238. 

Bob Herman gave the Treasurer’s report of 

19,805.18 in the Savings Account and $10,796.50 

in Checking. Continuing the financial theme, it 

was reported that 2017 ended with deficit 

because of slight losses for the Train Show and 

Christmas Party, mainly based on lower than 

anticipated attendance at both events. In 

addition, the third fund raising car sales have 

slowed and have yet to post a profit. 

Chris reported that the latest figures from 

the National Business Office show that there are 

22,462 members in TCA worldwide. Of the 310 

members that live in geographical Division area, 

as Angelo reported, only 238 pay dues and are 

active Division members. We continue to try to 

stay in contact with many of these distant 

members who live outside of the Phoenix and 

Albuquerque metro areas and make them aware 

of events that might bring them into closer 

contact with us. 

Wrapping up the Annual Business Meeting 

Chris reported the results of the recently held 

elections. All officers ran unopposed and were 

elected. Both Bylaws amendments passed which 

means that Division dues starting January 1st will 

TCA Mission:  To develop an appreciation of and to preserve an important segment of history – Tinplate Toy Trains –through research, 
education, community outreach, fellowship, establishment of collecting standards, and to promote the growth and enjoyment of 

collecting and operating toy, model and scale trains. 
 

Desert Division 
DISPATCH 

ARIZONA ● NEW MEXICO ● WEST TEXAS 

AUSTRALIA ● NEW ZEALAND 

 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR – UPCOMING EVENTS 
February 10 – February Division Meet  

8:30 AM member only swap – 10:00 AM Business Meeting – Phoenix, AZ 

February 17 - Rio Grande Chapter Meet 

9:00 AM member only swap – 10:00 AM Business Meeting – Albuquerque, NM 

February 17 – GCMR Winter Cactus Meet – 9 AM – 1 PM (Discount admission coupon inside) 

North Phoenix Baptist Church – Phoenix, AZ 

March 10 - March Division Meet 

8:30 AM member only swap – 10:00 AM Business Meeting – Phoenix, AZ 

 

http://www.tcadd.org/


be $15 a year, payable up to five years in advance. 

If you prepaid your dues under the old rate, you 

are grandfathered until they expire. There were 

no questions from the membership and the 

Annual Business Meeting was adjourned at 10:20 

The regular club meeting continued with 

Chris mentioning that the delivery of the 

newsletter is now taking over a week from the 

time he drops it off at the Post Office. Many 

members at the meeting reported they still had 

not received their January Newsletter. He did 

remind everyone that the newsletter is normally 

on the website the week before the meeting. 

Chet Henry spoke about the upcoming 

“Souper Bowl Auction”. A sign-up sheet was on the 

front table for members to sign-in and decide 

who was bringing what soup. The club will provide 

all the utensils, crackers, sodas as usual. 

Paul Wassermann had the completed 

Division patch and several of the new light weight 

“active wear” polo shirts on hand along with order 

forms. The new shirts sell for $35 each and are 

available in a variety of colors and several styles, 

including several for the ladies. You must prepay 

to take advantage of low price and the shirts will 

be delivered at the next monthly meeting. 

Member of the Year award went to Chet 

Henry. Chris mentioned that Chet is the current 

Auction Chairman and worked throughout the 

year picking up train consignments and getting 

them ready for the auctions. There were co-

winners of for the Volunteer of the Year. Barbara 

Lautazi and Shirley Hunter shared the honor as 

both worked to plan the annual Christmas Party 

along with purchasing and wrapping all the gifts. 

Katie Elgar was recognized with the presentation 

of the Division Honorary Life Member award in 

recognition of her term as TCA National 

President. 

The Educational Segment started with Paul 

Wassermann showcasing his custom Copper 

Hopper consist made from the 2009 copper 

hoppers. The loads featured various brightly 

colored “mineral” loads from Arizona. Roger 

Meekhoff brought a rare Gilbert exploding mine 

car. Roger, an avid Gilbert collector, knew the car 

were rare but was surprised when one recently 

sold on eBay for over $1,000. He plans to keep his, 

thank you very much. Jonathan Peiffer had a 3rd 

Rail Santa Fe e8 diesel that he provided research 

one. It had very detailed stainless-steel panels 

and included yellow grab bars that generated 

some controversy on the chat groups, even 

though they are prototypically correct. Chris Allen 

brought in several detailed Lego buildings that he 

hopes to feature on the train layout getting the 

idea from the Cactus Lego User Group that is 

featured on the Paradise and Pacific layout.   

Raffle Prize winners in no particular order, 

MTH 7-Up Boxcar-Dave Brown, Lionel Hellgate 

Boxcar-Dana Price, Lionel Reading Boxcar-Bill 

East, Lemax assortment-Chet Henry, bag of layout 

signs-Christie Wilson, Metal layout figurers-Jon 

Hinderer, assorted Railroad items-Loren Hess.  

 
John Jr. is in town and helped John and Darlene 

Wiley at their sales table 

 
A nice view of Paul Wassermann’s colorful copper 

hopper train and the new Division shirts he is 

taking orders for. Order yours at the next meet! 



 
Jonathan Peiffer and the beautiful scale and prototypical 3rd 

Rail Santa Fe E8 he brought 

 
Roger Meekhof talking about his Gilbert exploding mine car 

when he saw one sell recently on eBay 
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Dave Brown and Jack Eaton buying raffle tickets and 

chatting with Angelo and Bob 

 
Katie Elgar recognized with the Division Honorary Life 

Membership Award 

 
Chet Henry, Member of the Year, well earned for all the 

time he spends on the Division auctions 
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Co-winners of the Volunteer of the Year Award, Barbara 

Lautazi and Shirley Hunter 



 

TCA Desert Division BOD Meeting – January 10, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM at the home of Chris and Laurel Allen 
 

In Attendance; Chris Allen, Mike Dietrich, Bob Herman, Angelo Lautazi, Paul Wassermann, Terry Haas and 
Jonathan Peiffer. On teleconference Greg Palmer and David Nycz  
 

Approval of Previous Meetings Minutes – The minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 
 

Secretary’s Report - Angelo reported that membership stands at 236 members of which 120 owe dues for the 
upcoming year.  A dues reminder has been sent by email. All dues should be sent to the Division Secretary.  
 

Treasurers Report - Treasurer Bob Herman reported that the Savings Account is $19,805.18 and Checking is 
$10,796.50.  The budget for 2018 will be discussed later under New Business. 
 

The year-end financials were reviewed. The budget deficit was a result several factors including carrying the unsold 
inventory of the fundraising cars and losses posted by the November Train Show and Christmas Party. Gate at the 
show and attendance at the Christmas Party were lower than expected.  
 

Old Business: 
 

Club Elections – Jonathan Peiffer has joined the Board as a Director at Large. All the other officers were re-
elected. The Election Committee reported that 98 ballots were returned. In addition to the officers the Bylaws 
amendment increasing dues to $15/year was passed 78 yea, 18 nay. Bylaws amendment allowing online elections 
passed 79 yea, 17 nay. 
 

Goodbye David - David Nycz attended his last meeting as the outgoing Rio Grande Chapter President. He thanked 
everyone for their support of the Rio Grande Chapter and especially to Chris for all his work on their behalf. The 
Board members thanked David in return for his input and ideas over the past four years. 
 

Polo Shirts – Paul brought some shirt samples to the BOD meeting. Members present were impressed with the 
light weight and quality of the shirt. Paul explained the process of how the Division logo will be applied to the shirt. 
Paul will bring the shirts and order forms to the meet on Saturday and begin taking orders. 
 

New Business: 
 

2018 Budget - Bob submitted a proposed operating budget for 2018. Preliminary figures show a potential for a 
$3,00 deficit this year. The members discussed storage units’ costs and if there was an alternative location to store 
the module trailer. The trailer suffered some weather damage when stored outside. Next to facility rental, advertising 
was a major expense for the train show. This year the newspaper advertising will be eliminated and more emphasis 
will be placed on social media and show flyers. Hudson Raffle will return with ticket sales beginning in February. 
Last year’s winner decided to take the Hudson rather than the cash. This is the fourth straight year that the winner 
has opted for the Hudson so demand for this postwar collectible remains strong. .  
 

Desert Division Train Show 2018 – It was decided to keep the November Train Show as a one-day event on the 
third weekend in November. GPD TTOM in Tucson will continue to do the second weekend, however they will 
eliminate the January and June shows. Admission will be $5 to speed admittance and make change less 
problematical.   
 

Christmas Party 2018 – Comments received about the Christmas Party were discussed. It was decided that the 
Christmas Party will continue but a new location will be investigated. Those in attendance were disappointed in the 
food and the facility needs an update. The member’s grab bag will continue as will the Lenox spouses gift.  
 

Committee Chairs 2017 - Editor of the Newsletter – Chris Allen, Webmaster – Angelo Lautazi , Auction Chairman – 
Chet Henry , Christmas Party – Barbara and Angelo Lautazi  The position of Sgt at Arms is not filled yet. 
 

Division Member and Volunteer of the Year – Chris explained the reason for moving the award to the Annual 
Business Meeting and away from the Christmas Party. He also clarified that the Volunteer of the Year must be a 
non-TCA member. After discussing various candidates, it was decided to award two Volunteers of the year to 
Barbara Lautazi and Shirley Hunter for their work on the Christmas Party. Chet Henry was nominated as Member of 
the Year for his tireless efforts as the Division Auction Chairman 
 

Adjournment:  Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. The next Board meeting is scheduled to be on February 7, 2018 
at the home of Angelo and Barbara Lautazi. 
 

Minutes submitted by:  Secretary, Angelo Lautazi 

Editors Note: These minutes are condensed for publication – See the Division Secretary for the official minutes if you have any questions 

 

- 4 - 



Presidents Message 

 
Wow! What a start to a New Year! Busy 

meeting followed up by my favorite auction, the 

Souper Bowl. Well, okay. I’ve never been to a train 

auction yet that I haven’t come away with 

something new that I discovered that I must have, 

but the Souper Bowl brings out the best in the 

Division, the best cooks that is. 

Thank you to everyone who brought in 

soup or chili for the lunchtime break. Everyone 

pitching in made for a most flavorful lunch and the 

cold front that came through made the delicious 

soups all the much better. Hard to believe that a 

week later I’m sitting in shorts again as I type up 

this message, but Arizona did have a winter this 

year, it came on a Saturday. 

I’ve mentioned several times that you are 

the reason I belong to TCA. I guess I’m lucky to be 

such a “people person” and enjoy getting together 

with everyone in such a wide variety of venues. At 

church last Sunday pastor mentioned that he 

caught himself whining about the whiners. I had to 

chuckle because at times I’m as guilty as well. I can’t 

fix what’s going on with our hobby, no new blood, 

lack of volunteers, prices plummeting, but I do 

enjoy helping out where I can and I so much love 

to watch the interaction and friendships within our  

community of friends. 

The Souper Bowl Auction brings all this into 

clear focus. The members who take a few hours 

out of their day to make soup or chili and then 

bring it in to share with others. We had members 

who never even took a bid card, they came to 

watch the auction in the morning, share some 

lunch with others and then leave. That’s true TCA 

fellowship, we are a true sum of our many parts. 

Following the Souper Bowl I was able to 

take the club’s train module over to a preschool 

“Transportation Day”. This was in addition to the 

one we do at our hosting church.  

I never get tired of running trains for the 

children, in fact it recharges my batteries more 

often than not. I nevert take trains that I don’t 

expect to end up on the ground. I’m one of those 

guys you might hate to have around when you are 

running your trains. Why? I want the kids to touch! 

They were designed and built as a toy to be 

touched and played with by children. I’m not 

talking about your “collectable” but the run of the 

mill, garden variety, seen one, you’ve seen a 

hundred, train that was meant to be played with. 

I talk to parents and the kids. I look for that 

proverbial “spark” and I find it in the most unlikely 

places. During my most recent outing a DPS officer 

came up and said he didn’t think he could compete 

with me. He had “Rollover Randy” the Arizona DPS 

simulator that show the importance to wearing 

seatbelts to kids in case of a rollover accident. He’d 

start that simulator running and stuffed animals 

simulating unbelted children would come flying 

out of car seats and through the windows. It was a 

pretty impressive demo. 

We chatted in-between classes coming out 

and I learned that he had a small N scale collection, 

unfortunately in boxes and put away. But there 

was that spark. We talked about TCA, trains, all 

sizes and why we did what we did. He helped me 

with several derailments and getting cars back on 

the track and by the time the kids were done, and 

we were packing up he stopped by one more time 

to say goodbye.  

I told him thanks for all the help he gave, 

and he said it had been fun being around the trains 

again. I told him I had hoped to be back next year, 

and he said the same, but only if they put me next 

to you. We laughed, and I told him we both were 

there to plant seeds. He was there with the hope 

that the kids would remember the lesson he had 

and would buckle up even in their car seat. You 

never know that next accident you roll up on 

maybe that child had attended on of these classes 

and was now alive because of the seed you 

planted. Me I plant seeds hoping that one day 

maybe a parent or even this child might remember 

the magic of owning their own railroad, being in 

control of their own empire, keeping the hobby 

alive and sharing the joy of just running trains for 

the enjoyment and laughter of others. 

He laughed and said, “Well I sure had fun 

watching you, the trains, and all the kids 

mesmerized by the layout.” I told him to make it 

better, track your trains and share the joy yourself. 

I might just do that he said. I told him no maybe, 

just do it, the fun is there, you experienced it 

yourself again today. Perhaps somewhere in town 

a box of old trains is being 

opened for the first time in 

years, if for nothing more 

than the memories of the 

joy they once brought him.  
I sure hope so.
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RIO GRANDE CHAPTER EDUCATIONAL PICTURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scott Eckstein with his cast iron Ives 3260 Series 3 

locomotive. Quite a find! 

 

Pete Gerity, TCA 75-7981, talked to the group about the 

blueprints and drawings presented to Frank Pettit of 

Lionel for the EMD generator & track grinding car later 

turned into the track cleaning car 

 

 
Jim Trever with his 1955 Kusan “O” gauge two rail, D.C. 

powered train set  

 
John Trever with several early TCA Conventions cars 

from the late 1960’s 
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RIO GRANDE CHAPTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS  2018–2019 

President:     Greg Palmer   505-898-3840   Directors: Art Lites  505-463-1951 

Vice-President:     Jim Trever  505-872-9842   Ross Jordan  505-299-0759 

Secretary:     Scott Eckstein 505-332-0947   Jon Spargo  575-835-1606 

Treasurer:     Everett Hagan 505-892-1080    

 



 

TCA Rio Grande Chapter News 
 

By David Nycz – TCA 94-38787 

 

 

The January Rio Grande Chapter meeting was held on 

January 20, 2018 at Los Altos Christian Church with 17 

TCA members attending.  The Members Only Swap 

Meet began at 9:00am. 

Show and Tell:  John Trever brought in various TCA 

convention cars he had recently acquired at auctions. 

He had some of the earliest convention cars, a 1966 

TCA Convention Bay Window Caboose, a 1968 TCA 

Convention Tender Shell, and a 1970 TCA Convention 

#6464 Box Car. Dale Schafer displayed a PRR Tender 

shell that had holes for lights. Jim Trever had a 1955 O 

gauge, two rail Kusan Train Set, that was DC powered. 

This was a complete set box, track, and transformer.  

Jim then discussed the history and different owners of 

the Kusan tooling, which later ended up at Williams 

and Kline. He also brought in an out of print Greenberg 

Kusan Collectors Guide. Scott Eckstein had a cast iron 

Ives “O” gauge 3200 Series 3 locomotive that he 

recently acquired. She’s a little worn but still runs like a 

top. Art Lites talked about the new book he received 

this past Christmas, “American Toy Trains”. 

Officer’s Report: 

President’s Report: President David Nycz thanked all 

who helped him through his years as President.  He 

then discussed some of the changes the Chapter had 

made and the need to continue to change. 

Vice-President: George Domeny also thanked the 

members for their support and help. Both he and 

David will not be running for re-election for another 

term.  

Treasurer’s Report: Everett sent a report showing a 

balance of $4,487.68. 2017 started with a balance of 

$3,683.04. (+$809.07) 

Convention Chair: Scott Eckstein reported that Items 

for store are ordered and in Production for Warwick 

Convention Store. Scott, Elaine and Ross are currently 

attending. 

Board Member at large: Art Lites reported that the 

module for the MTH Phone operating app is up and 

running. Art asked for volunteers to help him run the 

system at the shows. Volunteers included, Jim Trever, 

Ross Jordan, Pete Gerity, and Phil Donk. Art reported 

that there was a lot of interest in the phone 

demonstration he did at the Pumpkin Meet. 

 

 

Old Business:  

Election of Officers: The Slate of Officers were 

presented and elected as follows;  President: Greg 

Palmer, Vice-President: Jim Trever, Treasurer: Everett 

Hagan, Secretary: Scott Eckstein, Board Members at 

Large: Art Lites, Jon Spargo, and Ross Jordan. 
 

2017 Pumpkin Meet: The results were presented and 

discussed.  The attendance was 210 paying adults, 178 

attended in 2016.  The raffle income was $192 for 2017, 

$216 in 2016 and $384 in 2015.  More effort must be 

put into selling raffle tickets.  Total income 2017 was 

$2,520.  Office supplies cost $152, newspaper ads 

$488.  Total expenses were $2,577 with a loss of 

$57.33.  60 tables were sold with 61 tables sold in 2016. 
 

Train donation - sales were $543 for the year. 
 

Train set raffle - raised $481 after expenses.  Tickets 

were sold at NM Railfair (cancelled for 2018), 2926 

Open house and Rails Along the Rio Grande train show. 
 

New Business:  

The 2018 budget was presented and accepted.  The 

2018 Pumpkin Meet will be October 28th at the 

Sheraton Uptown (10am-4pm) Table prices will be $25 

for members and $30 for non-members.  The club pays 

over $30 per table to the hotel.  Frank Dean suggested 

and will put together directions for Nextdoor.com so 

that we can use it to advertise the Pumpkin Meet.  

Individual members will have to publish in their own 

neighborhood.  This advertisement is free.  The board 

will review the newspaper ad for 2018, possibly 

diverting some funds to Facebook advertising.  Our 

Facebook site was discussed and how some clubs find 

this is a great way to increase membership.  Jim Trevor 

volunteered to help Art Lites whose son set up the site.  

Dale Schafer asked if the tables at the Pumpkin Meet 

could be arranged differently to accommodate more 

tables.  The board will follow up. 
 

Meeting dates for 2018: February 17, March 17, April 

21, And September 18, - 9:00 AM members only swap 

meet 10:00 AM meeting. Pumpkin Meet October 28th. 
 

 

(continued next page) 
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(continued) Rio Grande Chapter News 
 

Other Events: 

February 3rd - TTOS Swap Meet 

March 3-4 - Rocky Mountain Train Show in Denver, CO 

March 17-18 - Southern NM N-Scale Open House and 

Swap Meet, Las Cruces, NM 
 

After meeting Educational Segment: 

Pete Gerity, TCA 75-7981 addressed our group on 

January 20th. He summarized observations, 

discussions and recollections of his visit to the Lionel 

Plant and Service Station in Irvington and Hillside NJ in 

the Fall of1955. The visit coincided with the Speno Rail 

Services chief engineer, Mr. A.T. Bruno presenting full 

blueprints and drawings of the Speno Rail Services rail 

grinding train, and the EMD Division of General Motors 

mobile generator car to Frank Pettit of Lionel so that 

they could produce models based on these two cars 

about a year later. Ultimately, the GM car was 

produced with very high accuracy, and after three 

iterations, the Lionel track cleaning car resulted from 

this sharing of blueprints of the rail grinder cars. 

Original copies of the blueprints and copies of articles 

based on this visit which appeared in "Model Railroad 

Collector" magazine in 1982 and 1983 written and 

published by Pete Gerity were made available to the 

group. In addition, both cars were on display along 

with unmarked, unpainted original passenger car 

bodies, roofs and locomotive moldings obtained by 

Pete from the Lionel "dumpster" were shown as well.  

 

 

 
Pete Gerity with some of his dumpster dive 

treasures 

 
Dale Schafer and his unusual PRR tender shell 

 
Art Lites talked about his Christmas present, 

Collectors Guide to American Toy Trains 
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DUES ARE DUE 

Just as many of your other yearly 

subscriptions are up for renewal so is you Desert 

Division dues. How do you know whether you owe 

dues? Look at your address label. If it is 

highlighted in pink, you owe dues. Deadline for 

the annual dues is this month. Please remit $15 

per year for up to five years in advance in a check 

made payable to Desert Division – TCA and 

include it in an envelope with the Registration 

Form which appears elsewhere in this issue of the 

Dispatch.  

If you don’t want to pull apart your 

newsletter you may also print out the form from 

the Desert Division website. Visit TCADD.ORG and 

click on the “How to Join” button on the left, at the 

bottom of that page is the link for the current 

Registration Form. Mail forms and checks to 

Angelo Lautazi, Division Secretary, at 6109 E. 

Sonoran Trail, Scottsdale, AZ 85266 on or before 

February 28, 2018. You may also save yourself 

postage if you wish to bring it to the February 

Meet. Your prompt action helps us to create the 

Desert Division roster and membership cards. 

Please insure that we have all your personal 

information including phone numbers and 

email address correct. This helps to keep 

postage costs contained. Every returned 

newsletter or roster costs over a dollar in postage 

fees to get your correct mailing address. 

 

Running Trains for Transportation Day 
On Thursday January 18 we took the Desert Division Trailer module out for an early morning spin and setup 

at Grace Christian Academy in Tempe for their Transportation Day. A quick setup with no fuss and no real 

detail on the layout, the emphasis was on running trains for the children.
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DESERT DIVISION BOARD OF DIRECTORS  2018-2019 

President:     Chris Allen  480-820-9559       Directors:  Greg Palmer  505-898-3840 

Vice-President:      Mike Dietrich  623-572-3538              Terry Haas  480-827-8604 

Secretary:     Angelo Lautazi 480-575-7006              Jonathan Peiffer 602-561-4131 

Treasurer:     Bob Herman  480-948-2730           Paul Wassermann 480-949-1620 

  

 

 
DPS’s “Rollover Randy” was right next the Division 

trailer module in this early morning picture taken 

during the setup 

 
Hard to see all the smiling faces through the early 

morning glare. Also it’s hard to tell who had more fun, 

them or us 



SOUPER BOWL IV HIGHLIGHTS

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Picture of the chef’s who contributed to the lunch, 

we only missed Phil who was working the front table 

 
It’s too early for me to tell you my story, do you want 

to be here all day??? 

 
From Auction preview table to lunch table, when the 

lunch bell rings you can find a place to sit anywhere 

 
The front line all ready for the bidding to start 
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Great table full of variety of trains, all found a new home Looking for those bargains during the preview 

 

 

 

 



CACTUS WINTER MODEL
TRAIN  SWAP

Saturday, February 17, 2018
$6.00 Single - $11.00 Family

This coupon good for $1.00 off cost of admission
One coupon per party

“ONE  OF  ARIZONA’S  LARGEST
MODEL  RAILROAD  SWAP  MEETS”

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
$6.00/PERSON     $11.00/FAMILY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17th, 2018
(Large Farmers Market at the same time!)

NORTH PHOENIX BAPTIST CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP CENTER

5757 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85012

Free Parking   *  Great Location
A Family Affair *  Food Available
Train Layouts      *     Test Track
Door Prizes         *           Raffles

“End-O-Swap” Auction

ALL SIZES AND SCALES FOR SALE!
Presented by your pal Casey Cactus and the

GRAND  CANYON  MODEL  RAILROADERS
Visit us at www.gcmrr.org         email: info@gcmrr.org



Angelo Lautazi, Div. Secretary 
6109 E Sonoran Trl 
Scottsdale, AZ 85266

Mail to:

2. Postwar (1945-1969)

3. Modern (1970-present)

1. Prewar (1850=1942

TRAIN ERA

7. O or O-27 Tinplate

4. Scale / NMRA

5. Standard

6 . G or #1

8 . S

9. HO

10. OO / American

11. N

12. Z

13. Live Steam

GAUGE

14. American Flyer / Gilbert

MANUFACTURER

15. Lionel / Winner

16. Marx / Mars / Allstate

23D. Bub / Karl

23B. Bing

19. MTH

23A. Basset / Lowke

20. Williams

17. Ives

18 . Dorfan / Fandor

21. K-Line

22. AMT / Kusan

23. Other - Please Specify

23C. Boucher

23E. Buddy-L

23F. Carlisle / Finch

23G. Elletren

23H. Hafner

23I  Hoge

23J. Hornby  

23K. Issmayer

23L. LGB

23M. Marklin

23N. Metzel

23O. Mini-Scale

23P. Phoenix Ltd.

23Q. Plasticville

23R. Littletown/Skyline

23S. Pride Lines

23T. REA / Aristo-Craft

23U. Right-O-Way

23V. Rokal

23W. Voltamp

23X. Weaver

23Y. McCoy

23Z. Nationwide

23BB. S-Helper Service

23AA. USA Trains

23CC. Astor

23HH. Downs S Gauge

23DD. Fleischmann

23EE. Carette

23FF. Eastwood Auto

23GG. Amer. Model S Ga.

23II. Colber

23JJ. Unique

23KK. Sakai

23LL. Bowser

23MM. T-Reproductions

26. Figures

27. Toys

28. Paper / Books

29. Buildings

30. Railroadiana

PERIPHERALS

Member or Applicant's Signature Date

Do You Have a Layout?

24. YES 25. NO

Please Indicate Your Hobby Preferences from the Categories Below. Check All that Apply.

How would you prefer to receive your Newsletter?
By Reg. Mail  (Black&White)
By E-Mail  (Color Pages) 

Desert Division Membership Form

Last Name: First Name: Spouse's Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail  Address:

Dues are $15.00 per year.  ( Members may pay up to 5 years in advance).     No of Years: X  $15.00  =

A Desert Division Badge is $14.00 (optional): 

Make your check payable to:  TCA - Desert Division Enclosed Total =

Cell Phone:

Home Phone:

TCA No.

Date of Birth:  ____________________

Desert Division Members must also be members 
of the TCA National organization.



    
 

RAILROAD                       - CHANGE 
 

 
 
.  

ARENELL SERVICE & REPAIR - FACTORY AUTHORIZED MTH AND LIONEL SERVICE.....WE HAVE MOVED!!!! NEW LOCATION 
1825 E. LAUREL ST. MESA AZ 85203. CALL RAY 602-565-6603 FOR SERVICE APPOINTMENT. Repairs on Postwar Lionel, MPC, 
LTI as well as MTH "O" Gauge and "G" Gauge. Discounts to members of all local clubs. I pay cash for train collections old or new, 
large or small. Huge inventory of DEPARTMENT 56 pieces on hand starting at $5.00. VISA & M/C 
 

BUILDING A LAYOUT? – We can furnish all GarGraves products at discount prices.  Flex and sectional track, uncoupling tracks, 
and accessories in all gauges; the new 072 and 100” and 042 switches; DZ1000, Rix, and Tortoise switch motors, Acme controls, 
NJ signals, and the new Z Stuff optical crossings.  For a list, contact Peter Atonna 928-636-4228 or e-mail at 
mjatonna@gmail.com. 
 

BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS – Authorized Lionel, MTH, K-LINE & Mantua Dealer.  With the largest selection of Post-War through 
new Lionel in Arizona, we invite you to see our different “Set of the Month” each month.  We also buy trains.  Hours are 11 AM 
to 5 PM, M – F and by appointment.  16924 E. Colony Dr., Fountain Hills, AZ 85268  Phone:  480-816-6501  Website:  
www.tonoftrains.com    AUTHORIZED LIONEL SERVICE CENTER 
 

GERRY’S TRAINS – Parts & repair service for Lionel, American Flyer, standard gauge pre & post war and Marklin HO trains.  I 
buy old trains and toys, one piece or entire collections.  Gerry Klei, 8608 E. Cheryl Dr., Scottsdale, AZ  Phone 480- 998-5349 
 

THE TRAIN STATION – Mountain Lakes, NJ.  Top 10 Authorized Lionel and AF Sales and Service since 1974.  New, Used, Bought, 
Sold, Repaired.  973-263-1979  www.train-station.com.  
 

ARIZONA TOY TRAIN REPAIR – Complete parts and repair service for ONLY Lionel postwar and prewar trains and accessories 
at reasonable rates by a long-time hobbyist. Rapid turnaround usually within a week, if parts are in stock – two weeks or less if 
parts need to be ordered. Repairs guaranteed for a year. Occasionally postwar items for sale. Complete access to Lionel postwar 
and prewar service and operating documents at central Phoenix’ only Lionel repair facility. TCA members mention this ad and 
get the first hour of labor FREE. Tony Ford, 5547 N. 10th Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85013 (602)369-5938 
 

3rd RAIL & GOLDEN GATE DEPOT DISCOUNTED TRAINS: Now accepting pre-orders for the 10 car Sunset Limited for the first 
time in true scale O! Introducing the first 17" true scale Harriman cars in many roads. Also new, SD7s & SD9s in too many roads 
to list. Budd Slumbercoaches for the first time in O with only 50 reservations remaining. Call Jonathan Peiffer at 602.561.4131. 
Your Arizona authorized 3rd Rail and GGD Dealer. Now accepting credit cards. 
 

Lionel and American Flyer Parts - Expanded selection now includes numerous parts for postwar locomotives including pilot 
wheels, trucks, and side rods - Call or stop by my table - DeLon Freije 701-331-2837 
 

FOR SALE  American Flyer #30 Boxed Set #30 4 wheel tender, 1107,1107,1108 C-6 $200 - Lionel #5011E Boxed Set, 259 
E,259T,1717,1719,1722 copper journals C-8 $290 - Fleischmann HO 11412 Electric 0-6-6-0, SBB FFS Passenger (2) Observation 
C-7 – P2 $250 - Marx Boxed Set, 1962 Rock Island Switcher, 70018 Hopper 104436 UP Box Car, 645 WP Caboose, no track C-8 
$70 - 1950 Unique Lines 0-4-0 electric engine w/4 wheel tender  C-6 $50 - Ives Pre War Freight Station Litho cut-away entrance 
DK green roof gray base C-5 $90 - A/F 788 station white green roof red chimney C-6 $65 - Dorfan 100 set box #55 0-4-0 6-wheel 
tender Pullman observation C-6 $225 Dannie Martin 520-360-0519  dannieaz@cox.net 
 

FOR SALE:  Greenberg's Guide to Lionel Standard and 2-7/8" Gauges, 1901-1940. $100 plus $7.00 shipping. Please call Bruce 
Greenberg, 703-461-6991, 9-9 Eastern to order or visit his web site, www.sykesvillehistory.us 
 

WANTED: for my collection. Lionel prewar and postwar engines in master cartons, scarce separate sale items such as Lionel 
scrapers, bulldozers, boxed autos, Lionel  6464-700 Santa Fe, -900 New York Central, -250 Western Pacific, -450 Great Northern 
boxcars in Type III body molds, mint freight cars in high grade original boxes, 6414 Autoloaders with autos in yellow, brown, or 
kelly green with grey bumpers, following cars in separate sale boxes: 6352 Culvert car, 6352-1 PFE icing car, 3460-25 Piggyback 
car, any rare Lionel items.  Bill Sivley 281-804-3629 or mrwls911@yahoo.com 
 

WANTED:  2341 Jersey Central FM - I need one that is original & cosmetically perfect with all trim and trucks/couplers. It 
DOES NOT need to run or have a working horn. If you have one that does not run and is INEXPENSIVE, then I am your potential 
buyer.  Lionel Flat cars from Post War or New Lionel Era. I need one in Dark Blue color & one in Orange color.  Number/Lettering 
is unimportant, but must be in perfect condition. Gordon Wilson, 480-773-5541 christie1wilson@aol.com  
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This page is provided as a service to our members for trading among themselves on a space available basis. Contact them directly for items listed 

above. Contact Editor when your item sells so space can be made available to other members.   
**DEADLINE FOR AD’s – THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH ** 
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Back at the January Meet the table sellers setup early just 

waiting for the buyers to arrive 

  

THE BACK PAGE 
FOR THINGS THAT DIDN’T FIT ELSEWHERE or BREAKING NEWS  

 

 

 

 

DIVISION MEET LOCATION 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 

1500 W. Maryland Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85015 

Click the  

button to 

follow us on  

Facebook 

 
Auction preview has started 

 
The soup and chili was very tasty and popular 

 
Jon Hinderer had a few items and a big warm smile 

 

Have you registered for the TCA Convention in Warwick, 

Rhode Island this year?  

64th TCA National Convention Registration 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/TCA-Desert-Division/127906123985
http://tcaconvention.org/
http://tcaconvention.org/
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