
 
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              

        
 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  www.tcadd.org

TCA Mission:  To develop an appreciation of and to preserve an important segment of history – Tinplate Toy Trains –through research, 
education, community outreach, fellowship, establishment of collecting standards, and to promote the growth and enjoyment of 

collecting and operating toy, model and scale trains. 
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MARCH, MEMBERSHIP, and MEMORIES 
 

 March brought out a record attendance, including two “first-timers” – Glen Saber and Bob Schultz.  Visitors 
from far and wide joined other new faces from the area to make a packed house at the Jaycees Hall.  Treasurer Bob 
Herman announced that we have $7688.19 in checking; $5,921.47 in checking, of which $511.20 is earmarked for the 
Trains for Kids program. 
 This year’s Turkey Meet will be a two-day event, for which we need to attract a crowd of about 500 people on 
Sunday in order to break even.  This means we need a Publicity Committee, folks with connections to the radio, 
television stations, and newspapers.  Volunteers should contact Gordon Wilson and/or Chris Allen.   
 Other upcoming events include the April 4 picnic at the Rotary Ramada at McCormick-Stillman Railroad 
Park.  Brad Martin will serve as hot dog chef, and members are urged to bring “side dishes,” which could include 
salads, deviled eggs, cookies, desserts, etc. April 11 is the Pizza Meetza, with auction lots (See Chet Henry) at $5.00 
each, and pizzas ordered in by Beth Stange.  June 6 is the date of the Tucson Meet. 
 Bill Mack, who touts himself as the 2009 TCA National Convention West Coast Co-Chair, asked various 
persons to report on activities pertinent to the event.  Chris Allen, Registration Chair announced that we have sold 80 
sales tables to date.  We have ample space and members are encouraged to get their sales requests in early.  The 
trading pits will have NO electrical hookups.  Chris also encouraged members to sign up for the Welcome Party, the 
Banquet, and the dinner at Corona Ranch.  The objective of a National Convention is to enjoy yourself and have fun.  
Marty Wik showed the Standard Gauge Gondola, a one-of-a kind production by MTH, because of the three colored 
containers and the chains.  He then made an impassioned plea for members to become involved with the Convention.  
He stated that his interest in TCA and the Desert Division grew out of our previous TCA National Convention in 
1997, at which time he proudly wore his green vest.  Katie Elgar then demonstrated the vests we are making for our 
volunteers.  Volunteers may borrow vests during their duties, or buy them at $10 each.  The next Vest Sewing Bee 
will be the weekend of March 27 and 28.  Katie took size orders at the Meet.  Brad Martin is also taking denim shirt 
orders.  These long-sleeved shirts, with Convention logo, can also serve as light-weight jackets.  If you want one, see 
Katie TODAY, with your name, size, and money.  Angelo Lautazi talked about the Banquet.  We will have 5-star 
food, with a choice of entrée.  He also asked that anyone interested in being on the self-guided tours on Thursday, July 
2, from 10 AM to 3 PM contact him so as to be included in the booklet he is putting together.   
 

COMING UP. . . 
APRIL 4  SPRING PICNIC – McCormick Railroad Park – 11:00 AM 

APRIL 11  CONVENTION GENERAL MEETING – Jaycees Hall – 7:30 AM 
APRIL 11  PIZZA MEETZA and AUCTION – Jaycees Hall – 9:00 AM 

APRIL 23-25  EASTERN DIVISION MEET – York, PA 
MAY 9 CONVENTION GENERAL MEETING – Jaycees Hall – 7:30 AM 

MAY 9  DESERT DIVISION MEET – Jaycees Hall – 9:00 AM 
MAY 16 RIO GRANDE CHAPTER MEET – Albuquerque, NM – 10 AM 

 

http://www.tcadd.org/
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 Bob Johnston urged members to attend the Convention and support the trading pits, as out-of-towners are not 
likely to bring on an airplane their trains to sell.  We need to have a sizable trading pit area, and tables are only $35 
each.  Bob is also the Auction Chair.  He asked for donations for the Silent Auction at the Wednesday night Welcome 
Party.  He needs about 8 volunteers to help with that Auction.  Next was Ralph Treichel, Volunteers Chairman, who 
reminded folks that Bob needs volunteers and Tom Plies has asked for 18 volunteers.  We need everyone to “get 
involved.”  Gordon Wilson brought in a few of the donated items – a tool box filled with tools, and two examples of 
Swarovski jewelry.  He asked folks to bring in items we can use for the Silent Auction on Wednesday night. 
 Rosters were distributed to all in attendance.  Others were mailed the week of March 23. 
 Mesa/Falcon Field is holding an event called “The Three R’s:  Roads, Rails, and Runways.” to be held on 
April 25, and Dallas Dixon and Jonathan Peiffer have volunteered to take the module and run it all day.  With a crew 
of only 6 persons, it can be set up in about 1 hour.  Folks may run trains all day, and then help with tear down at the 
end of the event. 
 TCA National elections will be held in September.  Gordon Wilson nominated Christie Wilson for the 
position of TCA National Secretary, seconded by Bob Herman; Steve Bienstock nominated Katie Elgar for the 
position of TCA National Vice-President, seconded by Chris Allen; Gordon Wilson nominated Fred Hunter to a three-
year term on the Investment Committee, seconded by Steve Bienstock.  All three were confirmed unanimously.  
Convention Alternates will be Jonathan Peiffer, Bob Herman, and Gordon Wilson, in that order. 
 Ivan English announced that even though the TTOM Museum in only open twice a month, folks who want to 
venture to Tucson and visit it need only call him and he will arrange for it to be opened for the member. 
 Our Educational Segment started with Jerry Sienkiewicz’s very rare American Flyer set.  Why is it so rare?  
Its box is labeled Speed Queen.  At Christmas time in 1956, Speed Queen gave away this set free if you bought one of 
their washers or driers.  They advertised the set as being valued at $74.35.  Bob Mancus brought in an oddly colored 
O-gauge bridge by Dorfan.  Usually red with an orange base, this one is green with a tan base.  He also showed two 
Dorfan cars whose numbers match the numbers in the Dorfan catalog:  the 607 caboose and the 610 crane.  He also 
had an O-gauge Dorfan engine in very good condition.  Asked why it lasted so well when Dorfan is notorious for 
having exploded pot metal castings, Bob explained that Dorfan was in business only from 1924 to 1934.  The earliest 
engines had problems, which the company recognized and fixed during later years of production.  Gordon Wilson had 
a set of figures on display.  They are Elastolin, probably made in the 1920’s. 
 The Mystery Greeter announced that Steve Bienstock was the winner of the 10 free raffle tickets.  Sarah 
Russell pulled the first ticket, and the winner was Ivan English, who promptly took the Hudson Raffle ticket as his 
prize.  Other prizes winners follow: 
  Fred Hunter  DVD and Road Signature “Woody” Car 
  Ralph Treichel  Lionel Swift Reefer 
  Len Gordy  Lionel Bessimer & Lake Erie Box Car 
  Ken Barnes  Lionel Lines Gulf Tanker 
  Bob Mancus  Road Signature Cadillac and train figures 
  Les Gnatz  Ceramic church and candy train 
Sarah then pulled a winning ticket form the Hudson Raffle bucket.  The $100 was won by Beth Stange. 
 The after-meet visitation was at the home of Sam McElwee. 
 

What is strange about this set?  The label.     Beth Stange wins the Hudson $100 bill.     A visit to Sam McElwee’s garage/layout.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dispatch is published monthly except July and December by the Train Collectors Association, Desert Division, 16231 E. 
Ocotillo Drive, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268.  This issue is Volume 39, No. 3 (April, 2009).   
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Greetings, 
 

 The March Desert Division meet was well 
attended. There was brisk trading at the swap meet 
tables, and folks had a chance to buy Hudson Raffle 
tickets as well as Spring Raffle tickets. Several 
members spoke about their experiences with the 
National Convention and why it is important to 
attend. It is a great opportunity to meet TCA 
members from other divisions.  Many of your fellow 
Desert Division members have already registered to 
attend, and have also signed up with Ralph Treichel 
(602-863-6985) to be volunteers. Attending a 
National Convention is fun, and being a part of the 
Convention as a volunteer is even more exciting!  
Please register to attend and to help out as a volunteer 
to help make this a great Convention! 
 The “Vest Sewing Bee” has been busily 
making the vests which will identify Convention 
volunteers. Want to help cut, press or sew? Call or e-
mail me (623-580-6957 or kttrains@aol.com)for 
information on our next Bee. 
 April brings the Pizza Meetza, which is a 
Desert Division tradition with lots of pizza to eat and 
an auction following the meeting. Bring your 
appetite, bring some train lots to sell, and check out 
what other members are selling. One never knows 
what treasures will be in the auction. See Chet Henry 
at the Meet or call ahead (480-838-0783) to put some 
lots in the auction!  
 The City of Mesa is holding the 3-R event 
April 25 at Falcon Field Park. 3-R stands for Roads, 
Rails and Runways. The Desert Division will be 
running the module layout at this event. It is a fun 
way to run your trains and to talk trains to the public. 
Want to help? See Jonathan Peiffer or Dallas Dixon 
for more information on this event. 
 Looking forward to seeing you at your Desert 
Division meeting on April 11. There will be a 
General Convention Meeting at 7:30 AM as well. 
 

Happy trains! 
 
 
 
 

BOARD MEETING 
 

 The next meeting of the Desert Division 
Board of Directors will be held on Wednesday, April 
8, beginning at 7:30 PM at the office of Jonathan 
Peiffer.  Members are welcome to attend.  Please call 
602-561-4131 to be sure there are enough chairs. 

THANK YOU 
 

 Frank Koenig has asked us to publicly thank 
everyone who sent him cards, called him, and wished 
him well during his recent hospitalization, 
recuperation, and physical therapy.  In January he 
severely broke his femur, leaving him unable to walk 
for several weeks.  After a stay in a rehab facility, 
(“No fun,” he states.) he is finishing his recovery at 
home.  He hopes we will all see him at a regular 
monthly meet some time soon. 
 

RIO GRANDE CHAPTER 
TRAINS FOR KIDS PROJECT 

DESERT DIVISION – TCA BOD 
 

President: Katie Elgar          623-580-6957 
Vice-President: Jonathan Peiffer          602-561-4131 
Treasurer: Bob Herman          480-948-2710 
Secretary: Fred Hunter          480-947-3639 
Directors: Steve Bienstock          480-998-9227 
  Sam McElwee          480-838-5847 
  Greg Palmer          505-898-3840 
  Gordon Wilson          480-837-5344 

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER 
 

Do you want to read the Dispatch in living color 
and save yourself some extra paper at the same time?  You 
may opt to receive your monthly Desert Division Dispatch 
online instead of in the mail.   

If you wish to receive the newsletter electronically, 
please fill out the bottom section of this page and return it to 
Christie M. Wilson, 16231 E. Ocotillo Drive, Fountain 
Hills, AZ 85268.   
  

Name _______________________________________        
 
TCA Number __________________ 
 
E-Mail Address ________________________________ 

mailto:kttrains@aol.com
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TCA RIO GRANDE CHAPTER NEWS 
by Gregory Palmer TCA#94-39039 

 
 March 21 was a perfect day for a Chapter Meet.  Unfortunately, due to the Rocky Mountain Division 
Auction, Nor-Cal, and member illneses, the turnout was light.  However, even though the turnout was a little light, 
we had fun as usual.  Part of being a member of TCA, the Desert Division, and the Rio Grande Chapter is having 
fun being with people who love all types of Toy Trains, and Saturday was no exception. The education segment 
included Don Mantay who brought in photos of last year’s Durango Colorado Railfest.  Don told us of what 
happens at Railfest and the dates for this year’s Durango Railfest - August 28, 29, and 30, 2009.  He told us the 
Hotels go fast so reserve early.  All types of Narrow Gauge equipment come to Durango for Railfest, including a 
Galloping Goose Railbus, the Casey Jones Railbus, and a Wood Burning Locomotive, plus all the regular Durango 
and Silverton Narrow Gauge trains.  Sounds like fun.  Thanks to Don for giving us this info.  By the way Don has a 
summer home in Silverton Colorado, lucky guy.  I brought a restored Ives 3253 Locomotive built in 1921.  I 
restored it about 5 years ago.  I also restored the motor so it operates and runs great.  I am going to enter the 
Locomotive in the TCA Standards Committee Restoration Contest at the 2009TCA Convention in July. 
  The regular part of the Meet started with a reminder to contact Art Triant in regards to volunteering for 
Convention Activities.  I hope a lot of Chapter Members go to the 2009 Convention in Scottsdale.  The 2009 
Pumpkin Meet will be held on Sunday November 1st, 2009 at the Sheraton Uptown, beginning at 9:00AM.  For 
those of you who are out of town, this also goes for our Arizona folks as well, the Sheraton Uptown Hotel has been 
totally revamped, and the rooms are great.  We will try to have a special rate for TCA Members.  We will be 
making a final decision on table fees, and public entrance fees as well. All Division members are welcome.  The 
Trains for Kids Program is going great.  Jon Spargo has sent me several photos of the project.  Jon and the Rio 
Grande Chapter are really having an impact on the lives of these Special Needs students.  Thanks Jon for all your 
hard work.  The project at the New Mexico Wheels Museum went without a hitch.  All of the Toy Trains have been 
inventoried.  However the sets are incomplete and the Locomotives are in need of repairs.  Jon Spargo, our Wheels 
contact member, will let the Rio Grande Chapter know of any further work which might be needed.  The Chapter is 
looking into riding the New Mexico Railrunner Express Commuter Train to Santa Fe this Summer.  Further details 
will be forth coming. 
 The next Chapter Meet will be in conjunction with the New Mexico Railfair which is May 16th at Expo 
New Mexico, in the School Arts Building. Please come to Trains West Hobby Shop and pick up a NM Railfair 
dollar off card.  The Meeting portion of the May 16th Meet will be at 10:00AM.  Like last year, please come at 
9:00AM, so you can look at all the Toy Trains, and Railroadiana that is for sale at the NM Railfair.  If you need 
tables, please call me and I will give you the phone number of the New Mexico Railfair contact person.  My 
number is 505-898-3840.  This year’s Railfair will be larger than last year’s due to the fact that the Fort Worth 
Texas Railfair was cancelled.  The Texas folks will be coming here, so get your tables early. Finally we need 
volunteers for the 2009 Pumpkin Meet and next year’s After Meet Visitations.  Please contact me if you can help.  
Hope to see all of you at our next Rio Grande Chapter Meet at the New Mexico Railfair May 16th at Expo New 
Mexico School Arts Building, at 9:00AM. 
 

  Don Mantay with photos        Greg Palmer’s Ives 3252 Loco           Secretary Scott Eckstein takes         George Domeny and 
of Durango Railfest event.      minutes at the Meet.  George Swajian 
 

  

NOTE:  For a picture of Jon Spargo’s progress with the Trains for Kids layout at the Soccoro Middle School, see 
page 3. 
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CHUCK BITTER - REMEMBERED 
September 7, 1927 – March 23, 2009 

by Tom Stange  TCA #68-2347 
 
 Sadly, Chuck Bitter, a long time member of the Desert Division, passed away Monday afternoon, March 
23, 2009.  Since 1980, Chuck was an active participant in various activities within the Division.  However, due to 
health issues over the last few years, his attendance at the meets had to be set aside. 
 There are four distinct memories I would like to share with you that I will always remember about Chuck. 
 Chuck enjoyed the toy train hobby.  As a matter of fact, he still has his original train set given to him by his 
parents in early 1930s.  His toy train layout has a number of various figures along with small toy cars and trucks on 
it.  These items were the toys that he actually played with as child.  I remember one day Chuck showing me some 
very early photos that his father took of him as he was playing with his trains and toys.  Chuck would mention, 
“See this item in the picture, well here it is on the layout.”  I stood there in amazement as Chuck was showing me 
his original toys and looking at the old black and white photos.  How many of us can say that we still have the toys 
we had when we were a child and to have the pictures to prove it. 
 When it came time for the November mall display at Chris Town Mall, Chuck would spend many hours 
during the 3-day event manning the TCA DD layout.  There was one time when Chuck, my wife Beth, and I were 
trying to get the TCA Modules set-up on the Thursday night prior to the Friday morning opening.  We spent until 
nearly midnight that evening to get the “O” gauge and Standard gauge tracks to operate properly without short 
circuits and without the trains slowing down in various sections of the track.   The mall had long been closed, but 
the security people allowed us to continue to work on the layout until we were satisfied that it would survive the 
three-day event, which it did.  The following morning as tired as we were, both Chuck and I were there to run trains 
for the mall spectators. 
 Back in the mid to late 1980s Chuck and I discussed filling a void here in the valley by providing toy train 
parts at the various train meets.  We both decided to do it and we called our little business C&T Toy Trains 
Supplies.  I maintained and kept track of the inventory and Chuck did all of the ordering.  Even though our little 
business flourished, Chuck and I often kidded each other that neither of us will be able to retire on it.  So instead we 
just had fun with it and enjoyed the fact that we were providing a service to our fellow train enthusiasts.  For 
several years we continued C&T Toy Trains Supplies until we were offered a buy-out in the early 1990s, which we 
accepted. 
 As active as Chuck was with the toy train hobby, his family always came first.  This was a quality that 
Chuck had that I most admired with him.  Whether it was celebrating a family member’s birthday or babysitting 
one of the grandchildren, those events always took precedence over the toy trains.  To Chuck, the toy trains was a 
hobby.  His first love was always his family. 
 Those of us that knew Chuck will miss his smile, his laughter, his wit, and his fellowship as a friend. 
 

UPCOMING DIVISION ACTIVITIES 
 

 The Spring Picnic is April 4.  It will be held in the Rotary Ramada (the same one as last year) at 
Scottsdale’s McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park, beginning at 11 AM.  Brad Martin is once again serving as our 
Chef Extraordinaire, and the menu includes hot dogs, chips, and sodas supplied by the clubs.  Members are asked to 
bring either a side dish, a salad, or a dessert.  What brings the Desert Division together?  Food – check.  Games – 
check.  Raffles – check.  Gorgeous weather – check.  Everything has been ordered for a perfect day in the park.  
Save the date – April 4. 
 On April 11, there will be a General Convention Meeting at 7:30 AM.  Plan to be at the Jaycees Hall early 
so that you can learn what’s going on and take part in the discussions.  The Convention is only two months away, 
and various things are being finalized every minute.  If you haven’t yet volunteered to help out, see Ralph Treichel.  
He’s waiting to add your name to his list. 
 Our annual tradition of holding a Pizza Meetza in April continues this year at our regularly scheduled Meet.  
Beth Stange has promised a plentiful supply of Pizzas, Chet Henry is selling Auction Lots at $5 each, and Christie 
Wilson has promised to bake one of her famous rhubarb pies.   Any donated lots will be sold (no charge to the 
seller) for the benefit of the Convention.  You know you don’t want to miss this one. 
 Cell phones?  If you still have any, bring them to the Meet on April 11.  Ken Barnes has a shipment that is 
almost ready to go.  All proceeds go to support the Convention. 
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TOY TRAIN MEMORIES 
by Gregory E. Palmer TCA#94-39039 

 
 I read the article, written by Gordon Wilson, about Lionel Service Stations from the past.  It inspired me to 
write a short article on my experiences with a Lionel Service Station.  I received my first Lionel Train set on 
Christmas Day 1956.  It was outfit number 1561WS/710, which was a 2065 Locomotive set.  We had just moved to 
Lancaster, California.  Lancaster is about 65 miles North of Los Angeles in the Mojave Desert.  Edwards Air Force 
Base is close by.  My father worked at Edwards AFB for Convair-General Dynamics, at the Edwards AFB Missile 
Test Site.  For Christmas 1956, when I was 5 years old, my parents went to LA, to the May Company Department 
Store.  They purchased the Outfit, an LW Transformer, and 031 Track to upgrade the set.  Christmas 1956 has 
always been one of my best Christmas memories.  My parents always wanted my Lionel train set taken care of.  
The original shipping carton, Set Box, and all the component Boxes were always used, and kept in good order.  For 
several years my 4X8 Lionel Layout was on a rugged pulley system over my bed.  We pulled it down on top of the 
bed to operate all the accessories, and my 2065.  How I loved that Loco!  Since my father was working in the 
aircraft industry he had times when projects were completed and he had to change jobs and companies.  We moved 
back, for a while, to Albuquerque, in 1962.   
 In 1963 my 2065 Locomotive quit working.  Talk about worry.  We found the Lionel Service Station in 
Albuquerque.  Francis Denton was the Service Station.  In the ’40's , ’50's and ’60s' a lot of the Service Stations 
were in private homes, Radio or TV Repair Shops, or Appliance Repair Shops.  Mr. Denton was in a private home 
workshop.  My father and I took my 2065 Locomotive to Mr. Denton’s Lionel Service Station.  I watched him take 
the loco apart.  He asked if we wanted to wait.  It would take him about an hour.  I asked my father to please let me 
wait and watch.  He agreed.  Mr. Denton took the wheels off the locomotive.  He told me that one of the spur gears 
had a couple of broken teeth.  He had to replace it, but he had the parts.  I learned as I watched Mr. Denton work his 
Lionel magic.  He finally put the gears on and he pressed the wheels on with a big blue tool.  My father paid Mr. 
Denton and I took my Lionel 2065 home.  I put it on my layout and powered it up.  It ran like it was new.  I knew 
then that I wanted to repair Lionel trains, and would like to have that special blue tool Mr. Denton used on my 
2065.  Many years have gone by, and another back and forth trip to Southern California.  We moved back to 
Albuquerque, New Mexico for good in 1973.  I checked, at that time, to see if Mr. Denton was still a Service 
Station.  He was and continued until around 1997.  He retired, when he was 90 years old, and sold all of his Lionel 
Service Station tools.  It is a very small world, because last year I was able to purchase, from another TCA collector 
in Albuquerque, Mr. Denton’s Lionel ST-350 Wheel Press, that he had used in the repair of my Lionel 2065 in 
1963.  It even included the same wheel cups he used.  I guess I am sentimental, but I love that wheel press just as 
much as I love my Lionel Outfit 1561WS/710 with that 2065 Locomotive.  
 We all need to keep our memories close as we get older.  It makes all of us young again.  Each time I look 
at that Lionel ST-350 Wheel Press, I remember that good feeling of renewal and fun I had as a 12 year old. 
 

     Lionel ST-350 Wheel Press        Some of Greg Palmer’s Service Station Signs  Greg’s Catalog Stand 
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GOOD?  Or LUCKY? 
by Gordon Wilson,  TCA 76-12033 

 

 There is a philosophy which goes like this:  “Sometimes it is better to be lucky than to be good.”  My 
favorite place to live and play is right here in the Valley of the Sun.  Despite my allegiance to the World Champion 
Philadelphia Phillies, my second most favorite spot in the USA is Northern California. 
 Each year around the same time in March, the Nor-Cal Division of TCA hosts the northern portion of the 
legendary Cal-Stewart Meets.  Because it coincides with the college Spring Break (Christie teaches math at 
Scottsdale Community College), we drive to this area, via the world famous Tehachapi Loop near Mohave, 
California, and spend the night in Buttonwillow, CA, after feasting on a Basque style meal at Benji’s, a restaurant 
in Bakersfield.  In the past we’ve explored both wine valleys, Napa and Sonoma, while riding on the Wine Train 
half a dozen times.  We found California’s “Old Faithful” geyser just north of Napa – it erupts every 5-6 minutes.  
We’ve chased down the grave sites of baseball Hall-of-Famer Joe DiMaggio and Wild West legend, Wyatt Earp.  
They both have final resting places in the same South San Francisco cemetery. 
 This year we, long with a long time friend, rode on a special St. Patrick’s 
Day luncheon train out of Woodland, California, called the Sacramento River 
Train.  Just everything about this ride was superb, from the service and “Irish” 
oriented luncheon food to the ride and scenery.  It was first class, all the way!   

   Sacramento River Dinner Train 

 Further north, adjacent to Interstate 5 and close to the Oregon border is 
the Dunsmuir Railroad Park, with its 28 motel rooms, formerly Bay Window or 
Extended Vision Cabooses from California railroad lines.  We were in Caboose 
#28.  Don’t think that it is like the “Red Caboose Motel” of Strasburg, 
Pennsylvania – these are huge, with king size beds and enormous bathrooms.   
A Southern Pacific pair of Dining Cars provides some absolutely sumptuous 
food.  The best thing about this “caboose” village?  The scenery.  The most 
beautiful mountain in the world (my opinion) is just around the corner.  Mt. 
Shasta is the most dominating 14,000 foot rock in Northern California! 
 However, it was the day after returning to our friend’s home that the 
“luck” streak began.  We started out for Santa Clara and the train meet, only to be 
stopped cold in our tracks.  My Brougham had lost its power steering.  It could 
have happened up north near Mt. Shasta, but it waited until we were back in the 
Bay Area, where I could get it fixed.  This was the first “better lucky than good” 
 On the Sunday of the meet in Santa Clara, I was doing one final walk 
through of the tables and was on the last row when my eye caught an item I hadn’t 
previously seen.  It was a dinner plate with a familiar cartoon character, Mickey 
Mouse, in the center and a familiar name under it.  “I been workin’ on the 
Railroad! (signed by) Ward Kimball.”  I asked the lady at the table if it was for 
sale.  She said she didn’t know, but I could speak with her husband.  He, almost 
magically, appeared and told me the story of the plate and that he’d sell it for 
$100.  Needless to say, my wallet opened in a matter of seconds and the plate was 
mine.  Ken Burling, who was about 10 feet behind me, came up to me and 
indicated that if I hadn’t purchased it, he would have.  So, one way or the other, 
that Ward Kimball bit of memorabilia was destined to wind up in Fountain Hills.  
It is now secured in a plate holder above a door leading to my large-screen TV 
room.  I almost hadn’t walked down that last row of tables because it 1) looked so 
bare, and 2) my hip hurt, badly.  All this goes to prove that sometimes it pays to be 
lucky, rather than good. 

 I bought a fair amount of things at this meet, but nothing can 
compare to my last purchase.  As always, it was a fun meet with a really great 
Saturday night banquet, filled with many silent auction prizes, of which I won 
two.  Perhaps now that the Turkey Meet is going to be a two-day affair, we 
might be able to consider a banquet after the Saturday meet.  Just a thought . . .  
Once upon a time it was a “thought” with Nor-Cal and now it is a successful 
reality. 

    Caboose #28 in Dunsmuir 

 
My last acquisition at the Cal-
Stewart Meet, a Ward Kimball 
drawing on a dinner plate. 

 
Mt. Shasta dominates the skyline. 
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CONVENTION PROGRESS 
 

 The Convention is only three months away, and we all need to pitch in to make it a success.  First of all, 
have you registered yet?  If not, do so.  This is a Desert Division project and we appreciate your support.  Second of 
all, did you sign up for any of the activities?  A table in the trading pits will bring new faces to see the items you 
have for sale.  This could be your opportunity to turn a profit on items which you wish to sell.  Third of all, have 
you purchased any of our fund-raiser items?  We have tote bags, shirts, patches, and other items which will be 
available at the meets and at the Convention.  Fourth, have you signed up for any of the trips?  We know you are 
locals, but this time you will ride the train with other TCA members, enjoy Pink Jeeps with folks from other parts 
of the country, see wild animals cavort with trainers while enjoying the company of people from your birth state, 
enjoy food that you won’t get anywhere else.  (Might I suggest the Corona Ranch Western Night Out on July 2?)  It 
will be spectacular.)  The Welcome Party will be like no other, with silent auction items galore.  The Banquet will 
be out of this world, with food prepared by resort chefs.   
 So who IS pushing this Convention?  All of our Convention 
Chairs, including Angelo Lautazi, web master and Banquet Chairman; 
Marty Wik, Convention Cars; Bob Johnston, Auctions; Brad and Diane 
Martin, Convention Store; Tony Saulina, Trading Pits; Art Triant; Security; 
Peter Atonna, Fund-Raisers; Wayne Ross; Donations; Thomas Plies and 
Jonathan Peiffer, Kids Club Activities; Chris Allen, Registration 
Chairman; Paul Wassermann, Displays; Ed Micale, East Coast Convention 
Chair; Bill Mack, West Coast Convention Chair; Gordon and Christie 
Wilson, Publicity and Tours.  Gordon and Christie can be seen at trains 
meets in California and Pennsylvania, with tables laden with brochures and 
sales items.  Support them.  Support the Convention.  Call or e-mail Chris 
Allen today to secure your place in the Convention. 

 
 
 

NEW UNION PACIFIC HERITAGE SCHEME FOR 2009! 
 

 
To continue the Union Pacific’s recent tradition of repainting locomotives into predecessor railroad “heritage” 
schemes, UP has elected to honor the hobby of model railroading through special recognition of the application of 
the TCA logo on the side of GP38-2 number 2009.  It can be found switching cars throughout the Metro-Phoenix 
area.  The TCA standards committee has commented that this locomotive has not been properly identified as a 
repaint or a restoration. 
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1st Prize 
 

TCA Bicentennial Special 

No. 1976 “Spirit of 76” Lionel Diesel 

No. 1975 Pullman car AMERICAN EAGLE 

No. 1974 Pullman car STARS & STRIPES 

No. 1973 Observation car FREEDOM BELL 

 
 
 
 
 

2nd Prize 
Lionel 6-12915  

#164 - Log Loader 
 

 
 

 
 

3rd Prize  
Lionel 6-52105  

TCA 1997 Desert Division 
Superstition Mountain Line 

Lost Dutchman Gondola 
 
 
 

 
Tickets on sale starting April 11th, 2009 – Drawing date June 13th, 2009 

$10.00 ea 3/$25.00 
Need not be present to win! 
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SUMMER SHOW & MEET 
 

Presented by 
 

Gadsden Pacific Division 
Toy Train Operating Museum 

 

Saturday, June 6, 2009 
Open to the Public 9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

ADMISSION $5.00 
FREE FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 13 ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT 

 

GRANT (Rodeway) Inn Events Center  
(Grant & I-10) 

 
Exit I-10 at Prince Road from the North or 29th Street from the South 

Use the Frontage Road to Grant Road 
Events Center is located on Grant immediately West of 1-10 & behind the Quality Inn  

 
Snack Bar Operated by Las Cazuelitas Restaurant  

 
 
 
 

MUSEUM’S PHONE:  520-888-2222 
MUSEUM’S WEBSITE:  http://www.gpdToyTrainMuseum.com

 
MEET CHAIRMAN IS BUD STEWART  

(520) 749-0228 
OR E-MAIL bud@at.tuccoxmail.com 

 



   
 
 
 
 

 
RAILROAD                       -CHANGE 
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ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT -  Lionel UP 4-6-2 w/Railsounds $224.99- Lionel NYC 4-6-4 w/Trainsounds $149.99 – MTH AMTRAK 
Genesis w/horn only and 4 scale AMFleet cars $299.95 – JUST IN! Lionel Santa Fe Mikado Railsounds, TMCC, Odyssey $759.99 – 
Consignment MTH scale Madison 5 car set $199.95 - Many consignments from rolling stock to loco’s - Always ask for your TCA club 
member discount - AZ TRAIN DEPOT 755 E. McKellips Road, Mesa - 480-833-9486 Mon-Sat 9-6 open late Wed. until 9 PM 
 
BUILDING A LAYOUT? – We can furnish all GarGraves products at discount prices.  Flex and sectional track, uncoupling tracks, and 
accessories in all gauges; the new 072 and 100” and 042 switches; DZ1000, Rix, and Tortoise switch motors, Acme controls, NJ signals, and the 
new Z Stuff optical crossings.  For a complete list, contact Peter Atonna 928-636-4228 or e-mail at mjatonna@commspeed.net.  
 
BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS – Authorized Lionel, MTH, K-LINE & Mantua Dealer.  Pat Eiff has joined our staff to better serve our 
customers in sales and service of both new and pre-owned trains.  With the largest selection of Post-War through new Lionel in Arizona, we 
invite you to see our different “Set of the Month” each month.  We also buy trains.  Hours: 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM, M – F and by appointment.  
16924 E. Colony Dr., Fountain Hills, AZ 85268  Phone:  480-816-6501  Website:  www.tonoftrains.com  
 
GERRY’S TRAINS – Complete parts & repair service for Lionel, American Flyer, standard gauge pre & post war and Marklin HO trains.  I buy 
old trains and toys, one piece or entire collections.  Gerry Klei, 8608 E. Cheryl Drive, Scottsdale, AZ  Phone (480) 998-5349. 
 
MESA MODELS/MESA TRAINS – Valley’s largest selection of building and structure kits, layout details and accessories at everyday discount 
prices.  Atlas O (2 and 3 rail) and Weaver rolling stock plus a full line of Atlas O track and accessories.  Scales include O, On3/On30, HO and G.  
Store hours: 10 to 5 Mon-Fri and 10-4 Saturday.  Visit our website at https://www.mesamodels.net  6032 E. McKellips Road, Mesa (NE corner 
of McKellips/Recker Road)  480-357-8800. 
 
THE TRAIN STATION – Mountain Lakes, NJ.  Top 10 Authorized Lionel and AF Sales and Service since 1974.  New, Used, Bought, Sold, 
Repaired.  973-263-1979  www.train-station.com  
 
AVAILABLE – QSI 3-rail Products information, including QS3000’s, QS2+, QSI Reverse Units, Hooters, Tooters, and other QSI accessories, 
please go to:  www.The-Scaled-Tin-Rail.com.  Art Boynton, The Scaled Tin Rail, Inc.  928-525-0755.  
 
REPAIRS - Pat Eiff, 28 years of toy train repair experience, does train repairs in his home.  Also trains for sale.  Call him at 480-816-9624 or 
visit his website http://www.toysthrutime.com. 
 
FOR SALE – Out of print Greenberg books:  Lionel, American Flyer, Marx, etc.  Please call Bruce Greenberg at 703-461-6991 (9-5 Eastern 
Daylight) or visit his web site, www.sykesvillehistory.us, for a current list. 
 
FOR SALE – Lionel 227 0-6-0 (C-7) w/Tender (relettered) and the semi-scale 2954, 2955, 2956, 2957 (C-7/8) - $3200.  Presidential Passenger 
Cars 2521, 2522, 2523 (C-10) – Boxed $775.   2363 Ill. Central F-3’s (C-7) $850.  Following are all Mint/Boxed - Nickel  Plate FF#6 Set – 
18505, 17612, 19602, 19318, 19527, 19411, 19235 - $550.  18304 Lackawanna M. U. Commuter Set (1991) - $400.  11733 Feather River SSS 
(1992) - $325.  19138 S. F. Roomette $100.  19128 S. F. Full Vista Dome - $175.  18115 S. F. “B” Unit - $150.  Tony Griskowitz 928-717-1206. 

  
FOR SALE - Do you want quality, good-looking, versatile shelving to display your trains?  RAIL RAX is the way to go!  Contact Bill Mack, 
480-391-3336 for an incredibly low price quotation.  
 
FOR SALE – Lionel 1700E, 1701 (2), 1702, C-7, $395.  Lionel 440N Signal Bridge & 440C Panel Board C-6, P-4, $475.  Lionel 6-7515 1981 
Denver Mint Car C-8, P-9, $65. 6-25026 R. I. High Cube C-10, P-10, $25.  6-26401 NP Ore Car C-10, P-10, $20.  6-26197 D&H Tank Car C-10, 
P-10, $20.  52077 TCA Great Northern High Cube C-10, P-10, $300.  Marx 7096 Mercury Passenger set C-7, $450.  Marx 3993M Commodore 
Vanderbilt Freight set C-7, $175.  Marx 490 Union Pacific set C-7, $90.  Marx 666 2-4-2 SP 8-wheel tender C-6, $25.  666 2-4-2 Penn Central 8-
wheel tender C-6, $25.  Marx 254000 scale Gondola C-7 & 20102 scale Caboose C-7, $15 each.  Marx 59 UP Stock Car C-7, $25.  American 
Flyer:  322AC Hudson w/AF 6-wheel tender-link C-7, $150.  283 4-6-4 Northwestern Lines knuckle C-7, $80.  210(88) FY&P Franklin C-7, 
$100.   Dannie L. Martin 520-360-0519 or e-mail dannieaz@cox.net.  
 
FOR SALE – Painted 4x8 HO layout board with electronic control board - $35.00 – track already in place with some switches – no landscaping – 
will need some work to finish.  Contact Phil Webster evenings 623-877-0754 or e-mail pwebs10319@aol.com. 
 
 
 

 

This page is provided as a service to our members for trading among themselves.  
Please contact them for items you may have, want, or need. 

http://www.the-scaled-tin-rail.com/
http://www.sykesvillehistory.us/
mailto:dannieaz@cox.net
mailto:pwebs10319@aol.com
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
2 MONTHS and COUNTING! 

 
Pizza Meetza – April 11 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Every Childhood Should Have A Train           VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  www.tcadd.org 
Enroll your children in Kid’s Club Today!           Click on the link to our e-Bay offerings. 
 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS 

 

 
 

April 4   Spring Picnic – McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park – 11 AM 
 

April 11  Convention General Meeting – 7:30 AM and Pizza Meetza and Auction– 9 AM – Jaycees Hall 
    8102 E. Jackrabbit Road, between Chaparral and McDonald, in Scottsdale, AZ 
    Contact:  Chet Henry (480-838-0783 or e-mail bchenry@cox.net)for Auction Lots 
 

April 23-25  Eastern      
Division Meet – York, PA 

May 9   Convention General Meeting – 7:30 AM and Regular Division Meet – 9 AM – Jaycees Hall 
 

May 16   Rio Grande Chapter Meet – Albuquerque, NM – 10 AM 
 

June 6   Gadsden Pacific Summer Show and Meet – Tucson, AZ – 9 AM 
    Contact:  Bud Stewart (520-749-0228 or bud@at.tuccoxmail.com) 
 

June 13   Convention General Meeting – 7:30 AM and Regular Division Meet – 9 AM – Jaycees Hall 
 

June 28-July 5  2009 TCA National Convention  - J. W. Marriott Desert Ridge Resort and Spa, Scottsdale, AZ 
        

    PADE PROMOTIONS  
 
 

Have You PADE Your Way? 
 

     Purchase raffle tickets 

     Author an article for the Dispatch

     Donate something to the club 

     Enlist to help 

 Thank you to Tom and Beth Stange, Diane Rodriguez, The Train 
Station (Mountain Lakes, NJ) and Antique Trains (Turnersville, NJ) for 
Convention Silent Auction donations.  Also, Bob Johnston and Bob 
Herman are creating Banquet table prizes.  Tom Stange contributed an 
article for this issue, while Barb Lautazi and Shirley Hunter kept the 
kitchen o9pen throughout the March Meet. 
 Your name can appear in this column.  You only need to do 
something helpful for the Division. 
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